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SERMON. 



Deuteronomy, XXXII, 7, 8, 9, 10. Remember ike days of old, con- 
sider the years of many generations : ask thy father, and he wiU shew 
thee ; thy elders, and they iviU ieU thee. When the Most High divi- 
ded to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of 
Adam, he set the hounds of the people according to the number of the 
children of Israel : for tlie hordes portion is his people ; Jacob is the 
lot of his inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the 
wctste howling wilderness ; he led kirn about, he instructed him, he kept 
him as the apple of his eye. 

We are peruiitted to meet on another anniversary occasion of our 
benevolent Associations. Influenced by feelings of fraternal regard, 
we have with one heart come up to this place. Here we have beea 
permitted to mingle our prayers to the Great Head of the church, 
and interchange the friendly greetings with each other. And now 
having assembled from different parts of the State, we are prepared 
to unite our counsels and labors in promoting the common interests 
of our beloved Zion. And thus assembled together as a holy broth- 
erhood, we have the greatest reason to raise our notes of thanksgiving 
to our great Redeemer, for the blessings he has so plentifully shed 
upon our paths. He has blessed us with peace in all our borders, and 
with the most firm bond of christian union and brotherly love. And 
prompted with a sense of the obligations under which we rest, for 
blessings so richly bestowed upon us, it becomes us to exhibit to the 
world a bright example of the beauty of holiness, and the purity of 
a zeal becoming the disciples of our blessed Redeemer. But, belov- 
ed brethren, while these considerations should occupy our. thoughts, 
there are others equally solemn and affecting that should find an ap- 
plication. To day, as we meet on this interesting occasion, we are ad- 
monished of the wasting hand of time. Some of our Fathers in the 
ministry have " entered the home of redeemed spirits," since our 
last anniversary. Rev. Otis Robinson of Salisbury, and Rev. J. 
Cram of Plainfield have in tl^cir turn entered into the joys of the 
I^ord. 

The events of time — fl<i»ting, wasting time, urge iis to the solemn 



inquiry, "Our Fathers where are they, and the prophets do they liye 
forever?" They pass one after another into eternity, but we would not 
be so insensible of their worth as to suffer either their characters or 
their labors to slumber in forgetful ness. And with equal earnestness 
should we labor to wrest from the hand of oblivion, the history of 
the first churches, planted in the wilderness of New-Hampshire. And 
since we can know but little of the labors and privations consequent 
on the early establishment of our churches only in the history of the 
past, it should be a great desideratum that any thing connected with 
the commencement and progress of our denomination in this State 
should be carefully collected and faithfully preserved. Impressed 
with the importance of this consideration, I have endeavored to col- 
lect, and embody such facts relative to the history of our beloved 
Zion, as I thought might be useful to lay before the members of this 
Convention on the present occasion. 

And what section of our State could be more appropriate for the 
topic which I have selected, than the one in which we are now assem- 
bled? For this is the hallowed spot, where God made one of the first 
and most signal displays of the truth of the gospel, and the triumph 
of gospel ordinances. [a] Here then, where it may be said with great 
emphasis, that God first began to work for us in New-Hampshire, 
we are permitted to meet to-day, to Remember the days of old, and con- 
aider the years of many generations. And may it be done with grati- 
tude to Almighty God, ior his great goodness to us and to our Far 
thers. 

All that I shall attempt on the present occasion will be to give a 
plain narration of facts, so far as the materials which 1 have collected 
shall enable me. 

The first settlement within the limits of New-Hampshire, was 
made at the mouth of Piscataqua River in 1623. No (Recount, 
however, is given of any persons among the first settlers who em- 
braced the sentiments of our denomination. 

The first minister of whom we have any account, who embraced 
and defended the Baptist sentiment, was the Rev. Hanserd Knollys, 
who preached for some time to the people of Dover, about the year 
1639, but his sentiments furnished his enemies with abundant occa- 
sion to oppose and persecute him, until at length he returned to Bos- 
ton, where, after suftering ijnprisonment, he returned to England, his 
native country, [b] 

Nothing more is heard of our denomination until 1720, when a pi- 
ous and very devoted lady moved from Rehoboth, Mass. to Stratham. 
She was most firmly established in her faith on the doctrines and du- 
ties of the gospel, and labored most devoutly to spread divine light 
around her. She did not, however, witness much fruit during her life, 
but it appeared in ripening harvest after her death. [c] There might 



indeed have been maoy at this period who were Baptists in sentiment^ 
but when we survey the oppressive measures that were adopted to 
prevent the introduction of our sentiments into the State, it is not at 
all surprising that they were so slow in making their appearance. 

The first Baptist church in New-Hampshire, was formed in New- 
town, 1755. And as the Rev. Walter Powers was settled over it the 
same year, it is presumed that he was instrumental in gathering the 
church. The church was small at its beginning, and not enjoying 
immediate prosperity, it did not long maintain its standing. 

A small church was gathered in Madbury, in 1768. By whose in- 
strumentality however, we have no means of ascertaining, no account 
of ministerial labor can be found until 1773, when the Rev. Wil- 
liam Hooper * moved from Berwick, and settled with them. He la- 
bored with them until his death, since which time the church has 
become extinct. For many years after the formation of the church 
at Newtown, there is no doubt but the seeds of truth were being 
sown in different parts of the State, but they that went forth bearing 
precious seed, wept while no apparent success seemed to attend their 
labors. Only the two little vines in Newtown and Madbury, were 
planted in the wilderness, until 1770. 

The cause progressed slowly, not however because its friends 
were not active and devoted christians, or because a portion of the 
people were not prepared to receive the truth as it was advanced by 
our ministers, but the slowness of its progress was owing principally 
to the opposition of the denomination which was then the most nu- 
merous in New-Hampshire. The CougrcgatiQual denomination took 
early measures to form churches in every town where the number 
of inhabitants would possibly justify, and in all such instances direct 
measures were taken to prevent the introduction of any sentiments 
contrary to those that tliey had embraced. Indeed, one would be led 
to judge from a view of their conduct that they regarded it as a part 
of practical religion to check the progress of '^Sectarians," and most 
certainly it was made the duty of the Legislature of that age to guard 
the rights of Christ's kingdom, and it would seem in not a few instan- 
ces, to control the consciences of men. Laws were enacted, dread- 
ful in their sanction and penalty to jirevent the progress of new de- 
nominations. Parish lines were considered most sacred land-marks, 
and if any milKster dared to step over tliem, he was denounced as a 
most unholy intruder into God's heritage. 

It should be understood, that however mild the laws of this State 
may be at' present, in rcganl to religious matters, at the time of which 
we ure now speaking, the jurisdiction of Massachusetts extended over 

* Mr. Hooper bad be<>n tlie fint ordaiiied minister of Uia Baptist cliurch in 
Berwick, Muiiie, which wh* constituted in 179S He lived in Ma<ltur}- until hit 
death, which occurred in Jan. 1827, at the h%v of 80. r. 



New-Hatnpshire, and made provision for the due administration 6f 
justice. From 18 years after its first settlement to the year 1679, 
the laws of Massachusetts operated through all the province.* So 
that, whatever laws were imposed in one State would be in the other, 
if circumstances demanded it. And the merest glance at the laws in 
Massachusetts at this time will show tliat they were most severe on 
this subject. The laws at this period required the inflicting of corpo- 
real punishment, upon any person who should be guilty of holding a 
religious meeting or speaking against pedo-baptism.[D] It is more- 
over, vei7 apparent these laws were prosecuted with great energy on 
the part of the civil authority. Public sentiment went also against 
the prevalence of all intruding sects, and of the number of such intru- 
ders, who, in the apprehension of the guardians of the public morals, 
threatened to sap the foundation of the institutions of religion, the 
Baptists were not the least spoken against, [e] 

After the separation of New-Hampshire from Massachusetts, the 
laws by which such matters were regulated were more mild, but it 
was owing to other circumstances rather than the good feelings of 
the rulers of the people. There was the same feeling of hostility 
nianiiested, if there was not all that rigor of legislation. The old law 
of taxation was retained by this state and carried to great lengths long 
after its separation from Massachusetts. All the polls and ratable 
estates were taxed to support the establi^'hed ministry ,aud a union with 
other societies did not exempt a person from being taxed according 
to law, and his property was liable to be seized, even to the last far- 
thing, to meet the demand. [f] 

But measures of this sort were not deemed sufficient. In addition 
to the enactment and execution of law, every minister of the Congre- 
gational denomination made it a part of his diity to hold up our de- 
nomination in the most unlovely features possible. 

Surrounded by such circumstances, it is not at all surprising that 
we find the cause progressing very slowly. There was indeed, a 
gradual gaining of strength from the the time of the formation of the 
church in Newtown, until 1770, though it was almost imperceptible. 
Every onward step however, was watched, and the alarm sounded 
with great faithfulness and zeal. In many cases, much labor was be- 
stowed to counteract the influence of our ministers when they entered 
a town to preach. In 1771, Rev. Hezekiah Smith of H^rhill,Ms. vis- 
ited Concord, and preached a few times in that town. This " intru- 
sion," in the opinion of the settled minister, "threatened the peace of 
the town," and under the pretext to save the "christian Constitution" 
which was so fatally threatened, ho labored in a public discourse to 
traduce aiul blacken the, character of this truly devoted and amiable 
servant of Christ. [g] 

"* \vijitmi''7nTsTri7rNri i. p. j6. 







ilo adiliiioTi 10 iill Uie meBHiirea iliai linve lieeii eniimornteil, miiclf 
Ihe perJodicHl priiils to sireiigthen jmlilic senllmpiii 
dodrine and pEOple.[B] 

Suoli liosltlily, BO sjateiDdticnlly arrayed ngainsl tlie feeble force 
on Ibe Bido oflhe Baplisl8,tnay well be imagined lo have exerted n most 
mighty influence in retarding our cause. But wchad a. slrongor arm 
than men. Our Redeemerwaa Almighty. And no one can examine 
theeurl} hislor; of our church, without being struck with the facllhnc 
all this array of opposition was only preparing the way for a most 
glorioUB triumpb of trulb. 

The Lord was preparing the way in these perilous times lo strike 
a ntosl extended and permauent establisiiment in this newly settled 
country. He had ihe nien, and the means, end when the set time 
had come, he marched forward in his Almighty strength. 

In 1770, commenced a new era in tlic Jiiatory of our denoinination 

New-Ham pah ire. About this tiiue. there was an almost simulta- 
Lrisit made by a number of ministers to diSerem parts of the 
Those ministers preached iho gospel as they went, and bap- 
id those who gave evidence of faith in Christ. 

Among this consecrated band was the pious and eminent Hezekjah 
Smith of Haverhilj. The weight of character which Dr. Smith bub- 
mined, and his unequalled talent as a preacher, seemed lu do much 
toward molting nway that almost invincible prejudice which had ob- 
tained against Ihe Baptist denomination. 

In the month of June, Mr. Smith baptiu^ed in the towns of Notting- 
ham, lireutwood and Straiham, thirty-eight persons. Among this 
number was the Rev. lilliphalet Smit li, the pualur of n. Congregation- 
al church it) this place, and within the present lijnits of Deerfield, a 
church was gathered, and Rev. E- Smith was ordained pastor. Tliis 
church afterward became a branch of the church in Brentwood, then 
under the pastoral care of Dr. Shepard. 

liev. Samticl Shejiard, then a practising |)hyaician of Slratlmm, 
was among the number who experienced religion in the work ot' 
grace, to which allusion has just been made. He soon after gave up 
the practice and was ordained by Rev. Messrs, Slillmnn of Boston, 
Smith of Haverhill, and Manning of Providence. 

In May following, the church was gathered in Brentwood, cniisiKl- 
ing of fifteen mcn)l>ers, and Dr. Shepard was denied as pastor, which 
relation he sustained until ho was called by I lie great Head of the 
church to give up his eievrardship. 

Thia church increased with groat rapidity mid had branches in 
Epping, Lee, Noltinghum, Hawke, Hampslciid, Noiihwood. Salisbu- 
ry, Canterbury, Loudon, Chichester, Meredith, und inuny other pin- 
tea, and included within its eompnas about one iliouwind niumhors. 
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State, other sections of the State, were sharing in equally rich bles- 
ffings. In 1770, churches were formed in Richmond, Hinsdale and 
Chesterfield. Through whose instrumentality these churches were 
gathered, we can collect no satisfactory account. Over the church in 
Richmond, however, Rev. Marturin Ballou was ordained in 1770. 
Nothing more is known of Mr. Ballou than that he was a very pious 
and useful minister, and labored most assiduously to promote the 
cause of truth in that vicinity for a number of years. The church in 
Westmoreland was formed the year following, and in 1773, the Rey. 
Ebenezer Bailey was ordained as pastor. The church became large 
and respectable, but for many years past, in consequence of a want 
of pastoral labor, and a variety of other circumstances, it has very 
much declined, 6o that now there is but here and there a member of 
the scattered flock. 

About this time, a church was gathered in Hopkinton, probably 
through the instrumentality of Rev. Joshua Smith,[i] as he labored 
much in the vicinity about the same time. 

In 1795, Rev. Elisha Andrews removed from Fairfax, Vt. and com- 
menced laboring with this church, and continued his labors for two 
years. During bis ministry with this people, he was instrumental of 
much good in the vicinity in the conversion of souls. 

The date of the formation of the church in Lebanon is about this 
time. This church was gathered through the labors of Rev. Jedi- 
diab Hibbard who was soon after settled as their pastor, and labored 
with them until 1784, and in 1787 was settled over a church in Cor- 
nish, which was gathered about that time. The church in Lebanon 
is now extinct. 

In Nov. 1773, a church was gathered in Gilmanton, and Rev. Wal- 
ter Powers, son of Walter Powers of Newtown, was settled as pastor, 
in 1786, which relation he sustained over twenty years. 

The view that we have now taken of the denomination, shows us 
that unexampled success was given to the labors of our ministers in 
every part of the state, and churches were embodied in many parts of 
it at almost the same time. 

These churches continued to prosper under the ministry of their 
respective pastors, whom God had raised up to plant churches in the 
wilderness. After the formation of those churches there seems to 
have been a time allotted by the great Head of the church, giving his 
people opportunity to gain a permanency which should qualify them 
to act as instruments in planting other churches in their respective vi- 
cinities. For five years therefore, we find no record of the formation 
of churches, during which time the churches planted in the most im- 
portant parts of the State seem to have been preparing for the work 
that was before them. 

The town of Marlow was chartered in 1761, and in 1768, Rev. Eb- 
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enezer Mack, together with a large number of families belonging to 
the Baptist church in Lyme, Conn, moved to that town. There was 
no churcli formed there, however, until 1778, when the members then 
residing in town were embodied, and one of their number. Rev. Ca- 
leb Blood was ordained as their pastor, but was dismissed in 1779. 
Mr. Blood was succeeded by Rev. Eleazar Beckwith who labored 
there until his death in 1809. 

In 1779 Mr. Blood addressed a letter to the Warren Association, 
describing the destitute situation of the people in that region, by 
which the Association were induced to send two missionaries into 
New-Hampshire to labor a few months in the Western section of the 
State. Rev. Job Seamaus of Attleborough Mass. and Rev. Biel Lo- 
doyt of Woodstock Conn., were the ministers selected to perform 
this service. 

These devoted ministers preached on both sides of the Connecti'- 
cut river, but principally in New-Hampshire. And their evangelical 
labors were greatly blessed. The same year, they were instrumen- 
tal in gathering a church in Newport and Croydon, which was con- 
stituted in May 1779, bearing the name of both thetowns.[j] 

While churches were being gathered in the West part of the 
State, the Lord was also at work in the East and central partt 
In 1780 Dr. Shepard was instrumental in gathering churches in 
Canterbury, Loudon and Chichester, and connected them as branch- 
es to the church in Brentwood . A church was also gathered in the 
town of Northwood, and the Rev. Edward Pillsbury was ordained 
pastor which relation he sustained for eighteen years. 

During this season Dr. Shepard visited Meredith and after baptize 
ing forty four persons in one day he embodied a church consisting of 
between sixty and seventy members. Two years after, Rev. Nicholas 
Folsom, a native of Brentwood, was ordained as pastor of the church 
and continued beloved and respected, until his death in 1830. About 
the same time the church in Meredith formed a branch church in 
the town of Sanbornton. 

About this time Rev. Cotton Haines visited Rumney and was in- 
strumental in gathering a church. Mr. Haines, however, did not sus- 
tain a reputable character as a minister, and soon closed his labors 
with them, leaving the church in an unhappy condition in which it 
remained for a number of years.* 

This year is noticable on account of the rise of a new denomina- 
tion called the Freetcill-Bc^rtist. The father and founder of this do- 
nomination in America, Was the Rev. Benjamin Randall, who gather- 
ed the first society in New Durham. Mr. Randall was dissatisfied 
with the doctrinal views of our churches, and with the idea of written 
declarations of faith, &c.[k] He found many followers in the State, 
and some among the churches of our denomination which had been 
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formed a short time before. Thia accounts for the fact that in many 
towns where churches were formed in the early history of our de- 
nomination, now none exists. Many of them united with the Free* 
will Baptist connection. 

In 178S, Rev. Samuel Ambrose, a native of Exeter, labored for a 
number of months in Sutton, and was the instrument in raising up 
the first church in that town, to which he sustained the relation of 
pastor for many years. 

There is a record of the formation of a church iu Weare as early as 
1768, but no account is given of its enjoying ministerial labor until 
1787, when the Rev. Amos Wood was ordained as its pastor. His 
labor with them was short, he was called away to the church trium- 
phant in the midst of his usefulness. He died 1799, aged 39 years. 

About this time a church. was formed in Salem, and Rev. Samuel 
Fletcher was ordained as its pastor, whose itinerant labors were 
greatly blessed in that part of the state. 

In 1781, a church was gathered in Canaan, through the instrumen- 
tality of Rev. Elisha Ransom of Woodstock Vt., over which the Rev. 
Thomas Baldwin was settled in 1783. He was pastor of this church 
seven yeai«, after which he removed to Boston. During Dr. Bald- 
win's labors with this people, he was the instrument in planting a 
church in Grafton, over which the Rev. Oliver Williams was ordain- 
ed pastor in 1786, and also in the formation of a branch church in 
flebron and Groton.[L] 

About 1782, a church was gathered in Temple, but its history is 
alinojjt forgotten, and it has long since given up its organization. 

\Vu have now passed over a period of about twenty-five years, no- 
ticed the formation of about twenty-five churches scattered through 
every section of the State. We have now arrived at the period in the 
history of our denomination in which the churches began a more 
systematic mode of operations. Many of the churches had already 
united with Associations in adjoining States, but now they concluded 
the time had come for them to establish a seat of operations within 
their own territory. 

The New-Hampshire Association was formed in 1785, and was 
composed of churches in New-Hampshire and Maine. Dr. Shepard 
of Brentwood and Mr. William Hooper of Madbury were the prin- 
cipal ministers in this infant organization. Other churches afterward 
united until it numbered upward of thirty churches, and after thirty 
three years merged into the formation of the Salisbury and York 
Associations. About the same time the Woodstock Association was 
organized in which the churches in the Western part of the State 
united. 

The march of truth was still onward. Churches continued to be 
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The Dublin thurcli was formed in 1785. Tliey enjoyed the occa- 
tiioDul labors of neighboring minislers until 1794, when Rev. Elijah 
VVillord WR8 ordained as their pastor. About the same lime the 
church in Sanbomton received a distinct and independent organiza- 
tion, and ordained Rev. John Crockett, ivho coniinuetl to iabor with 
that people for about forty yeara. 

The year following Rev. Mr. Fletcher of Salem was blessed in his 
labors among tlie people in Mason, where a church was orgBDized, 
and Rev. William Elliot, one of the original members was a<lerward 
ordained, and continued hia useful l&bors with that people until his 
death in 1830. 

In 1786 a church was formed in Claremont, through tho labors of 
the Rev. John Pcckins, whom the Lord raised from among thai peo- 
ple. He was ordained ihe same year. Mr. Pecking, however, soon 
left the town, and many of the members of Ibe church moved to oth- 
er pans of the country, bo that the church retained its visibility but 
a few years. 

We have already made mention «f the fact that Messrs. Ledoyt 
and geamana labored for some months in the Western pari ofthe 8tale. 
Mr. Ledoyt continued his labors in Newport, over which church be 
was settled in 179], and Mr. Seanians labored in New London 
where a church was organized and he settled as pastor in 1788. 
This church has enjoyed almost uninterrupted proaperiiy, and holds 
the principal part ofthe town in its congregation. 

A church was formed this year in Fitzwilliain and Troy, over 
which Rev. Mr. Allen was ordained, and though he ministered to 
this people for about six years, yet we have no account of bis liie, or 
ministry. We now come to the time in which the Meredith Associ- 
ation was organized embodying the churches in the interior part of 
the State. Churches in the towns of Meredith and Sanbomton first 
united in this body. 

The organization of this body fixed uu important rallying point 
around which tlio churches in the vicinity most happily united. 

In 1790, churches were formed in Hanover and Alstend. Over 
[he former, Rev. Abel Bridgman woe settled, and in 179t Rev. Jere- 
miah llighec was settled over the latter and still eoutinucs the belov- 
ed pastor of that people. He is now ibc oldest settled pastor in New- 
Uampshire. 

Rev. Mr. Hibbard of Lebanon, a<ier his dismission from llioi peo- 
ple, labored for some time in Cornish, and iu 1793 was insirumenial 
in eolleciing a ohurch in PIninlicId, ovur which Rev. Jonathan Cram 
nrus settled in 1795, which relation he eiislaincd until ago reiiuired 
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In 1794, Rev. Eleazar B«ckwith was instrumental in gathering a 
church in Unity, which has sustained its visibility and enjoyed a de^ 
greo of prosperity, tliough it has never been favored with the constant 
and entire labors of a settled pastor for any length of time, since its 
organization. 

In the course of the same season Dr. Shepard visited Salisbury, 
and after collecting together the scattered disciples formed a churchy 
as branch of the church in Brentwood of which he was then pastor. 
This branch received additions' from time to time, and soon after set- 
tled Rev. E. Smith then a baptist minister. During Mr, Sraith% 
ministry the church became larger, but.after he left them, the seeds 
of error which he had sown among them, began to spring up, and 
scattered disorder through the body. In the course of a few years it 
became extinct. 

The year fbllowing, Mr. Joshua Smith, then a licentiate from tlie 
church in Deerfield, labored for some time in the town of Bow. 

The Lord made him the instrument of saving sinners who were 
baptized by Rev. John Peak, then pastor of the church in Deerfield, 
and soon after were constituted into a church over which Rev. Ben- 
jamin Sargeant was settled as pastor in 1797. During the winter of 
that year, Mr. Peak labored much with ihe people in Bow, and the 
feeble church in Hopkinton.[M] 

In 1796, a church was organized in Conway, and though its opea- 
iug prospects were fair, yet it has not enjoyed much prosperity. 

The churcli in Xiondonderry arose imder the occasional ministry of 
!^ev. Samuel Fletcher, and Rev, Ellsha Andrews in 1799. 

Before passing on, it should be remarked, that previous to this 
time churphes had been formed in Hollis and LandafT, over the lat- 
ter of wjiich a Mr. Royce was settled^ but nothing further of their 
history has been learned. 

We have now glanced at the history of our denomination for about 
forty-five years, and have seen churches springing up in the wildernesp 
until they number about thirty, and are planted in almost every part of 
the State and ov^ mc^y of them, godly and devoted mipisters and 

astors, have been settled. 

We are now prepared to enter upon a more interestmg part of the 
history, in which these churches were prepared to engage with 
fuore comBined and energetic action in the cause of truth and ho- 
liness. 

The commencement of a new century opened to our denomi- 
nation in Ne^ Hampshire, the most cheering prospects. Its prog- 
ress heretofore had been slow but constant, and now, notwithstand- 
ing all the oppressive measures and oppressive laws, with which it 
had been called to contend, its influence had become strong and ex- 
tensive. 
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* 

While the opposers of our denomination were wasting their ener- 
gies in oppressing our churches, wo had been raising the standard of 
truth in every place where providence seemed to open the way with- 
out any regard to parish lines or exclusive meeting hou8es.[o] And 
amidst all the reproaches under which they rested, they had the seal 
of God's approbation. 

At the time of which we are now speaking, our beloved Zion 
seemed to hear the voice of her Lord saying to her, "Enlarge the place 
of thy tent and let them stretch forth the curtain of thy habitation. 
Sparc not, lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes, for thou 
shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left." 

In 1800 a small church was gathered in Exeter consisting of ten 
members who succeeded in 1805 in erecting a small meeting house. 
They did not, however, enjoy the stated labors of a pastor until 1817, 
when the Rev. Ferdinand Ellis moved from Marblchead and settled 
among them. 

Tiie church in Hinsdale was formed during the same year, and 
soon after Rev. Joseph Elliot was ordained. He soon removed from 
them, and they settled as their pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah Packer, 
He continued with them but a few years, and in 1806, Rev. Elisha 
Andrews, was settled as their pastor who still resides among them, 
though the infirmities of age have laid him by from the duties of the 
ministry. 

The church in Washington was gathered during this year, but re- 
mained destitute of pastoral charge, until 1826. Its progress, there-r 
fore has been slow and its increase has been small. It of has late, 
however, enjoyed great prosperity. 

In 1802, Rev. Ariel Kendrick was settled as pastor of the church 
in Cornish, and continued his acceptable labors with i<ucces8 for 
more than twenty years, when he was dismissed from his pastoral re- 
lation at his own request. Mr. Kendrick was succeeded in the pas- 
toral office by Rev. S. W. Beckwith, of Lebanon, Conn., who after 
one brief year of labor, was called to rest from his work on earth, 
and in 1827, Rev. Gibbon Williams took the pastoral charge of the 
church. 

In 1803 the church was formed in Goshen, under the labors of 
Rev. Nathan Champlin. The church is still small and destitute of a 
pastor. 

During this year the present church in Canaan was re-organized, 
and ill 1814 Rev. Joseph Wheet was settled as its pastor. 

In the autumn of this year, a few individuals from the town of Sul- 
livan attended the session of the Woodstock Association in Alstead, 
and were impressed on the subject of religion, under the preaching 
of Dr. Baldwin. They obtained hope after returning home, and were 
instrumental of awakening others^ and the work cputinucd to spread 
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until many were brought to hope in Christ. The church was soon 
afler formed, and in 1806, Rev. Charles Cummings was settled as 
their pastor, which relation he sustained until 1825. 

The church in Swanzey was organized in 1804, soon after which 
they settled as pastor, Rev. W. McCullen, who was dismissed in 1809 
and succeeded by Rev. T. Aldrich, under whose labors the church 
has enjoyed a good degree of prosperity. 

In 1805, the church was formed in Society-Land. The church 
has suffered under trials for many years, but of late has seemed to be 
more prosperous. 

This year a number of members were embodied into a church in 
Hudson, then known by the name of Nottingham West. The ordi- 
nance of baptism was first administered in this town by Rev. Elisha 
Andrews, about the time of the formation of the church in London- 
derry, and these persons became members of the church in that town. 
The Rev. Daniel Merrill, then a Congregational minister, labored in 
Hudson in 1793, and was instrumental in the conversion of many to 
the knowledge of the truth. He afterward gave up his pedo-baptism, 
submitted to the ordinance of believer's baptism, and was ordained 
by our denomination. ^ Soon after Mr. Merrill's ordination, he was 
settled over the church in Hudson, and was made an instrument 
of extensive good to that people and the cause of truth in that 
vicinity, [p] 

About this time, the Rev. Pelatiah Chapin, of Campton, left the 
Congregational denomination, submitted to believer's baptism, and 
was ordained in our denomination soon after. [q] He is still loved 
and respected by his brethren, though his extreme age has rendered 
him unable to labor in the ministry. 

The church in Hebron and Groton, received a distinct organiza- 
tion about this time, and although it did not enjoy the stated labors 
of a pastor for many years, yet it received great additions under the 
occasional labors of neighboring ministers. 

In 1806, a church was formed in New Boston, and Rev. Isaiah 
Stone was installed as their pastor. He was called to contend with 
repeated trials, until a division took place, and a part formed a new 
church, which comprises the present church in the town. The church 
in Eaton was formed the same year, but its history and existence are 
both lost. 

The church in Effingham was formed in 1807, consisting of twen- 
ty members. The church struggled through a variety of changes 
and trials until 1822, when Rev. Samuel Cooke was settled as their 
pastor. He labored successfully for six years, and was succeeded by 
Rev. Gideon Cooke, who soon left them and moved to Maine. 
Since that time they have been destitute of a pastor. Tha sa ^mn 
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year, the church was gathered in PeeiiDg, and enjoyed for a nurahor 
of years the labors of Rev. P. Chapin. 

The Dublin Association was formed in 1809, lind embodied in its 
organization six churches. Those in Dublin, Mason and Temple,* 
were the oldest and principal churches in this Association, and the 
venerable Fathers, Elliot and Willard were the principal ministers 
in raising up this infant body. 

There had existed in the town of Milford, a small branch of the 
Mason Church, and as early as 1803, enjoyed a very pleasing revival 
under the labors of Rev. George Evans, but it was not until the pres- 
ent year that it received a distinct and independent organization . It 
is now one of our largest and most prosperous churches. 

The Church in Acworth was formed during this year, but did not 
enjoy the labors of a settled pastor until 1822, when Rev. Thecphilus 
B. Adams was ordained over them. He has since been called to rest 
from his labors on earth. During this year, there were churches 
formed in Lancaster and Concord in the County of Coos, but we 
have no means of learning their history. They have long since lost 
their existence. 

In the year 1810, Rev. Otis Robinson, visited the town of Salisbu^ 
ry and collected the scattered members of the church formed by Dr. 
Shepherd. Of this number, a new church was formed consisting of 
ten members, over which Mr. Robinison was settled aa pastor, which 
relation he sustained for sixteen years. 

We learn that as early as 1796, there were a number of individu- 
als in the town of Lyme, who embraced the sentiments of our de- 
nomination, and about the year 1800, a small branch of the church 
in Hanover, was formed in that town through the instrumentality of 
Mr. Bridgman, then a licensed preacher from the Hanover church. 
They were organized into a distinct church in 1810, then consisting 
of forty members. 

The church in Chesterfield was organized during this year^ as a 
branch of the Hinsdale church, and united in the ordination of Rev. 
Joseph Elliot, as before remarked, and afler his removal to Rocking- 
ham, Vt. it assumed an independent form, and united with the Dub- 
lin Association. 

In 1811, the church in Gilmanton, then under the pastoral care of 
Rev. Walter Powers, agreed to divide, on account of the location of 
its members, and the present church of Guilford took the name of 
the Second Baptist Church in Gilmanton. The church has never 
enjoyed the labors of a stated pastor, until the settlement of the Rev. 
Jairus E. Strong in 1831. 

* Most of the members of this church, left it in 1811, for the purpoee of forming 
the Vhurch in New-Ipswich. 
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In 1614, the church in New-Ipswich wasforincd from members of 
the church in Temple, through the instrumentality of Rev. John 
Parkhurst. He was never ordained as pastor of the church, and af- 
ter continuing to labor with them for six years, he moved to Chelms- 
ford, Mass. and still continues the active and useful pastor of the 
church in that place. 

The church in New Chester was formed in 1815, but was re-or- 
ganized in 1828, and settled as its pastor. Rev. Stephen Coombs. 
About the same time the church was formed in Jaffrey. Each of 
these churches is doing well in the cause of truth, in the respective 
vicinities where they are located. 

In the town of How, there was a Baptist interest, in the early his- 
tory of our denomination, and Rev. Thomas Waterman was for a 
number of years a successful minister in that place, but the church 
then existing lost its visibility. In 1815, the Rev, Henry Veasey vis- 
ited the town, and soon after, was instrumental of good. The Lord 
blessed his labors, and from the scattered fragments of the former 
church, and the materials that God had prepared through the labors 
of his servant, a church was formed, and Rev. Mr. Veasey was settled 
as pastor, in which relation he stood, until his death, in 1825. 

In 1816, a church was formed in Kceno, through the instrumen- 
tality of the Rev. Charles Cummings, then residing in Sullivan. In 
1820, the church settled the Rev. Ferris Moore, who was succeeded 
by Rev. Edward Hale. The church has since lost its visiblity, and 
another has been formed « 

About the same time, the Rev. George Evans was the instrument 
hi gathering a church in Wilton, which has not enjoyed a great de* 
gree of prosperity, owing, probably, in part to the frequent change of 
pastors, having enjoyed the labors of no man for any considerable 
length of time. 

In 1817, the church in Deerfield, having sunk into a state of dis- 
order, was re-organized, but did not succeed in settling a pastor un- 
til 1825, when Rev. James Barnaby was settled over them. 

About this time, the Rev. Stephen Chapin, i)a8tor of the Congre- 
gational church in Mont Vernon, left that denomination, embraced 
believer's baptism, and was soon after baptized, and afterward was 
settled as pastor of tlie Baptist church in North- Yarmouth, Maine. 
This change in the views of Mr. Chapin, awakened a most extensive 
burst of opposition on the part of his former brethren, but this only 
prepared the way for him to bring into action the noble energies of 
his mind, in the defence of the truth, and the Scripturalness of the ^ 
course which he had taken in his change of sentiments.* 

In 1818, a new Baptist church was formed in Gilmanton, and the 
Rev. Phinehas Richardson, an evangelist from the church in Methu- 

* Sec Chapin 's Letters on Baptism. 
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en, Mns8. vras scliled he ibcic pasior, who continued hid useful labors 
wilh that people until 1835, During the luituinn of the annie year, n 
cluirch waa gaih(!re<I in Nolson, and about thQ saitio lime, a church 
was formed in Danliury, which afterward called to ordination Rev. 
Ephraini Crockett. He labored with them a few years, and then re- 
tired from pasloial duties. The church has not enjoyed the entire 
labors of a pastor for any length of tiine since its organization. 

li will be recollected that Bapliet principles were introduced into 
Concord, OS eiirly as 1771, audit ia manifeet that the B«cd, which was 
sown at Ihul time, soon began (o spring up. The people had oppor- 
tunity, occasionally, to hear Baptist preaching, and about the year 
1806, iho pastor of the church in this town, eschnngeil wilh Rev. 
Mr. Waterman, of Bow." !o 1617, Rov. P. Richardson, being on a 
mission in this State, spent a few days in this town, and preached 
several times, and in 1618, Rev. William Taylor was mndo inatru- 
inouial in collecting a church, consisiing of nine members, and 'con- 
tinued ils beloved poslor until 1835, and was succeeded by Rev. N. 
W. Williams, This church has been called to meet opposition in 
■' the high places of ilie field." A little of the spirit of the eormon 
delivored by the first settled minister iu this town, against the Bap- 
tists, has boon retained and bonded down, even to ilie present gener- 
ation. [ft] But under all this, the church has prospered end increas- 
od, and the Lord has given them many faithful disciples in that 

ri.e.. 

In 181B, the church in Ncivj'oii. utlcr suffering under severe triota 
for many years, received a new organization, and in 16S3, settled 
Rev. Ira Person, who continued bis useful labors with that people 
until (he spring of 1835, «vhcn be rcRioved to Chester, Vt. 

The church in Pittsfield was formed in ISI!), principally of mem- 
bers who bod been united in churcb i-elation in that place, hut the 
church in wbicb they were formerly united, lost its visibility during 
the ministry of Rev. Benjamin Sargoni, who aiicmpled lo unite the 
Baptist and Congregational ciiurches together, so far oa it related to 
communion and church fellowship. 

In 1630, the cliurch was gathered In Peterborough, by the labors 
of Rov. Charles CutmningB. They did not, however, succeed in set- 
tling a pastor, until 1834, when Rev. George Daland was settled over 
them. Uurtng tlie same sunson, Mr. Cunmiings labored some time in 
tlie town of Hillsborough, as a missionary from the New-Hauipshire 
Baptist Domestic Klissionory Society, and gathered a church in tliai 
place, of which be took the pastoral care in 1829, The organization 
of the church in Goffstown, hears date about this time, and in 1823, 
Rev. John B. Gibson was settled as their pastor. 
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During this year, the church in Chester, rose under the occasional 
labors of Rev. Mr. Taylor, then residing in Concord. This church 
ordained as pastor, the Rev. George Kallock, in 18t9, who afterward 
felt it his duty to go on a mission, but was called away from earth to 
join the church triumphant, while preparing for his work. He died 
in Charledtown, Mass. Nov. 1831. About the same time a small 
church was formed in Dorchester, which has been blessed with con- 
siderable additions, though it never enjoyed the labors of a settled 
pastor. The church in Bradford was formed during this year, but 
did not enjoy much prosperity until 1827, when they opened their 
new meeting house, and soon after settled Rev. £. T. Winter « as 
their pastor. 

In 1821, the church was formed in New-Hampton, and though 
small at its beginning, it has been greatly blessed through the instru- 
mentality of labor performed by the teachers and students connected 
with the Institution located in that town. In 1828, Rev. Greorge 
Evans was settled as their pastor. He has since left, and the church 
now enjoy the labors of Rev. Jeremiah Higbee, formerly of Alstead.f 

In the Autumn of this year, the Rev. Isaac Kimball visited Clare- 
mont, in the employment of the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary 
Society, and was blessed in his labors among that people, and in Jan- 
uary following, a church was constituted, consisting of members of 
neighboring churches, and those who had recently been converted in 
the place. The church was supplied by difterent ministers, until 
1830, when the Rev. Leonard Tracy was ordained as their pastor. 

The church in Dunstable, located in Nashua Village, was form- 
ed in 1822, from which time, till 1828, they were destitute of a pas- 
tor. At this time, Rev. Bartlett Pease settled among them. He con- 
tinued with them, however, but little more than one year, and was 
succeeded by Rev. Caleb B. Shute. Mr. S. did not long continue 
with them, and they were left destitute until 1833, when Rev. Dura 
D. Pratt was ordained as their pastor, and on the same day of his or- 
dination, their new meeting house was opened for the worship of 
God. 

In the eastern section of the town of Sanboruton, there existed a 
small Baptist church many years ago, and the Rev, John Drew was 
settled as their pastor, but its existence was short, and long since it 
lost its standing among the Baptist churches of this State. In 1822, 
the scattered members in that part of the town were united in church 
relation, and in 1825, they settled Rev. William Taylor, as their pas- 
tor, who continued the useful and beloved pastor of that people, un- 
til his removal to the West, in 1832. During this year, also, a church 
was gathered in Lenipster. The church, however, remains small, 
and destitute of pastoral care. * 

f Mr.|{igbee left Alstead for New Hampton aboat the time this sermon was delivered* 




Ta 1833, the church wae funned in Springfield, and h!bo ihe chuinh 
iu Vi ilmot. Great succeea has not attended either of these churehM. 
The latter, however, is experiencing D~good degree of prosperity un- 
der the labor* of the Rev. P. C. Himes, who has been laboring with 
them for al)out a. year, under the to>kens of divine favor, from the 
great Head of the church. 

The church iu Now Boston underwent (i new organization in 1635, 
and ordained Rev. John Aiwood aa tbeir pastor, and have ai 
joyed a more perniaiient share of prosperity. 

nitlicrto our churches had not increased vvilh great rapidity in the 

Gaslern section of the Stale. Those in Brentwood and Exeter 

tvoro the principal churches in thai rogiou until 182G. Tlicn a n 

impetus was given to the march of truth in that vicinity. During 

I Abyear — almost two centuriea afler tho first settlement was made 

■Jta New-Hampshire— a Baptict church was formed on the very spot 

« the first colony was planted in the State. 

The church in Portsnioutb, at its organizatiou was email, but its 
number was much iocreascd immediately after its formation, by the 
addition of a number of members from tho independent Cougroga- 
lional church in that to^vn. A large portion of this church became 
diaaaitsfied with pedo-baptiBm, and soon afler submitted to hnptism 
according to tlie scrlplurol directiou; aud united with (be Baptist 
church. For a short time afler the formation of the church, they en- 
joyed tho labors of Rev, Duncan Dunbar. In 1627, ilie Rev. Baron 
Stow watt ordained as pastor over tins churcli and people, aud was 
made instrumental in giving character and permanency to Ihe inter- 
ests oftrulh in that important part of the State. But this church baa 
been called to struggle against the influence of those who once im- 
prisoned and banished tho Baptists for honest belief and practice, but 
now attempt to render their sentiments and characters odious in the 
view of the world. But the truth holds good in this, as in all instan- 
ces, that Christ'd kingdom will riso under oppression and per- 

The church in Lyndeborough was formed during this seosun, but 
il has not succeeded in the settlement of a pastor to break to thero 
the bread of life. 

In 1837, the church in Antrim was organized, but did Dot enjoy 
the stated labors of a iKistor until 1830. Since tliai time, (be Ror. Jo- 
seph Davis has lalmred among them. 

It was OS early as 1S24, that iha Rev. Shubacl Tripp was invited 
to preach in Ihe town of Campton, and afler experiencing u ploBBant 
revival of religion imder his Labors, a church was constituted in 1827, 
and Mr. Tripp settled as pastor. 

It may truly be said that 1828 was a " year of the right hand uf 
the Most High." Puring this year thu Lord enlarged our bclovpd 
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Zion by establishing a larger number of churches than had been 
formed in any previous year in the history of 4>ur denomination. 

About this time, the church in Dunbarton was gathered through 
the labors of Mr. Isaac Wescott, a Licentiate from the church in Me- 
thnen, Mass. This church, however, did not setde a pastor, until the 
present season when Rev. Stephen Pillsbury was called by them to 
the pastoral office. During this year a church was formed in Mason 
Village,* and Rev. Bela Wilcox was settled as their pastor. 

The church in Seabrook and Hampton-Falls was formed during 
this year, under the labors of Rev. Timothy P. Ropes. A part of the 
members who united in the formation of this church were dismissed 
from the church in Exeter, and a part came off from the old Conffte- 
gattonal church formerly in existence in Seabrook, and submitted to 
believer's baptism. Mr. Ropes was ordained pastor of the church, on 
tlie day of its organization. 

The church in Dover was formed the same year, and in 1829, the 
Rev. Elijah Foster was ordained as their pastor, through whose assi- 
duity and personal sacrifices, the church, though small, succeeded in 
the erection of a meeting house, and supporting the constant miaia- 
try of the word and ordinances, as they are delivered to us by tbe 
Great Head of the church. 

About the same time, the church was formed in Somersworth, but 
it was not favored with the labors of a settled pastor, until 1834, 
when the Rev. Abner Goodell took the pastoral charge of the 
church. 

The church in Northwood having lost its visibility, a new one was 
organized in 1828, and soon after the Rev. Ellas Megregory was set- 
tled as pastor. He continued with this people until he entered on 
the duties of the Coos Mission, and was succeeded by Rev. Grsoi^e 
W. Ashley, who was ordained in 1833. 

It has already been noticed that the Meredith Association, formed 
in 1789, the Dublin Association, formed in 1809, and the Salisbury 
Association, formed in 1819, were the only organizations of this kind 
within the limits of the State. The Woodstock Association was on 
the Connecticut river, and included churches in New-Hampshire 
and Vermont. Many of the churches in the Eastern part of the 
State united with the York Association, and those in the South part 
united with the Boston Association. 

In the autumn of 1828, such an organization was made in regard to 
the Associations, as that most of the churches in the State were em- 
bodied in six Associations, under the names of Meredith, Dublin, Sal- 
isbury, Milford, Portsmouth and Newport, [s] 

This organization gave new and combined strength to the church- 

* Most of the members that formed this church, left the JkUuon church, on ac- 
count of local convenience, and tlie old church has become extinct. 
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es in our Suite, aud in this strong bond of union they have moved on 
with great unanimity and zeal in the promotioi^of vital godliness, 
and benevolent operations for the general diffusion of the gospel. 

In 1829, a church was formed in Amherst, in a part of the town 
called Chesnut hills, and the year following, a church was formed in 
the East part of the town of Weare, known as the Second Church in 
Weare, and in 1832, Rev. Nathan Chapman, was ordained as pastor. 
He supplied the church but half of the time, dividing his labors be- 
tween this church and the First church in Weare. Afler two years 
residence with them, he removed to Hanover, and was succeeded 
by Rev. Lewis E. Caswell, who now devotes all his labors to this 
church. 

During the same year, a small church was gathered in Haverhill, 
and Rev. Benjamin Ropes was ordained as their pastor the year fol- 
lowing. The church in South Hampton was formed about the same 
time, and soon after settled as their pastor Rev. Samuel C. Gilbert, 
who left in 1835, and was succeeded by Rev. Joel Wheeler. 

This year may be noticed as the time of the beginning of protract- 
ed meetings, which measure was for a time, greatly blessed in raising 
the church to holy action, and bringing sinners to the knowledge of 
the truth. [t] 

The North section of New-Hampshire has from its first settlement 
been destitute of ministerial labor. Owing to the sparsness of pop- 
ulation, and the variety of opinion in matters of religion, it has been 
found exceedingly difficult to produce any thing like permanency in 
the insitutions of the gospel in that part of the State. A little church 
however, was gatliered in the town of Jefierson in 1830, and the 
year following, the Rev. Philip Chamberlain of Hebron, Me. com- 
menced laboring with the church, and soon afler, took the pastoral 
charge. Mr. Chamberlain, afler surveying the wants of that region, 
made an appeal to this Convention, and it was resolved in the meet- 
ing of the Board soon afler, to establish a seat of missionary opera- 
tions within the limits of the county of Coos. In 1833, Rev. Elias 
Megregory was appointed to labor in that region, who in connection 
with Mr. Chamberlain, was directed to bestow labor upon different 
places as tlieir judgment should direct, subject to the advice and 
counsel of a Committee appointed annually by the Board of the Con- 
vention. Mr. Megregory established himself in Northumberland, 
and bestowed his principal labor upon that town and Milan. A 
church was formed in the latter place in 1834, and during the same 
year, there was a branch to the Jefferson church organized in the 
former place. Great good has been done by the labor bestowed up- 
on this destitute portion of our State. The Lord has most manifest- 
ly given his seal of approbation to the means employed to bring sin- 
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nera to the knowledge of the truth, and build up his people hi the 
faith and order of the gospel. 

In 1831, a church was formed at Meredith Village, which took the 
name of the Second Church in Meredith, and the same year the 
church in Lyme, gave up its standing and a new one was formed, 
principally from persons who had experienced religion in a revival 
enjoyed during that season. Most of the members of the former 
church have since united with the one formed at this time. The 
church in Alexandria was organized about the same time, but has 
not as yet enjoyed the stated administration of the gospel. In this 
year, also was formed the church in Stratham, which is likewise des- 
titute of the labors of a settled pastor. 

There was a church formed in Salisbury during this year, compos- 
ed of members who took dismission from the church then existing. 
This measure was pursued in consequence of difficulties which had 
for a long time prevailed over the prosperity of the church. 

In 1833, a church wasformed in Henniker, over which Rev. Enoch 
T. Winter was soon afler settled as pastor. And during the same 
year, a church was gathered in Warner, over which Rev. George W. 
Cutting was settled in 1835. The following year, a church was gath- 
ered in the North part of Sanborn ton, which took the name of San- 
bornton and Meredith church. 

In 1835, the church in Amherst fixed its location in the centre of 
the town, by which arrangement it was judged advisable to form a 
new church in Bedford including that part of Amherst church which 
could be better accommodated at Bedford. The chiurch thus form- 
ed in Bedford was composed principally of members from Amherst 
and Gofistown churches. About the same time, a church was form- 
ed at Francestown, under very favorable circumstances, and also a 
church at Milton Mills, on the line between this State and Maine. 

We have now passed through an account of the rise and advance- 
ment of most of the churches in the State including a period of about 
eighty years, beginning from the little band of disciples in Newtown, 
and passing on until we number within the the limits of New-Hamp« 
shire, six Associations, eighty-three churches, sixty ordained minis- 
ter8,[u] and between six and seven thousand communicants, [v] 

We are now prepared to vi^w other branches of our history, as 
connected with christian effort in diffusing light and salvation in our 
immediate vicinity, and through the world. 

The benevolent operations of our denomination received a distinct 
organization in 1817, under the name of the New-Hampshire Baptist 
Domestic Missionary Society. Our benevolent operations were car- 
ried forward previous to this distinct organization, in the several As- 
sociations. Each Association employing a portion of missionary 
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labor for the desdtote parts of the State, and also fbrwanling annual- 
ly a contribution for Foreign Missions. 

The New-Hampshire Baptist Domestic Missionary Society con- 
tinued in Ycry successful operation until 1828, when it was by vote 
of its members, '^merged into the New-Hampshire Baptist State Con- 
vention.'' Thb latter body was organized in 1825. The noble and 
truly christian object of the Convention is, as expressed by tlie Con- 
stitution, " to combine the energies and raise the tone of religious 
feeling in the denomination in relation to the various benevolent ob- 
jects of the day." The operations of tlils body for ten years have 
most fully tested the practicability of its formation. And we are 
happy in the assurance that every year is adding to its resources, 
and fkeilities to do good at home and abroad.[w] 

The New-Hampshire Baptist Sabbath School Union was formed 
in 1828, and is moving forward with great harmony and success in 
its appropriate sphere of christian action. More or less auxiliaries 
have been added to it every year, until now it has one in almost ev- 
ery church in the State. [x] 

The New-Hampshire Branch of the Northern Baptist Education 
Society, was formed in 1830, and during the five years of its exist- 
ence has done much, toward aiding pious young men in a prepara- 
tion for the gospel ministry, and now numbers upon its list, 17 bene- 
ficiaries, in various stages of preparatory study. [t] 

The New-Hampshire Branch of the Baptist General Tract Socie- 
ty was formed in 1834, and is coming up nobly in the strength of 
her youth to take a stand with kindred institutions, to send the wing- 
ed messengers to every hamlet in our land, and to the lands that are 
afkr off.[z] 

Besides these State organizations, wo have many auxiliary and lo- 
cal societies which in the several departments of benevolent opera- 
tion, are doing much in the different sections of the State. 

In relation to our Literary Institutions, while we cannot speak 
largely of numbers, we are permitted to speak with confidence of ef- 
ficient action, and commanding influence. 

The Institutions under the more particular care of the dcnomina* 
tion have received an unprecedented share of public confidence and 
patronage. Our Literary and Theological Institution at New-Hamp- 
ton, still sustains the high reputation which it has secured by its for- 
mer management. The Literary department, both male and female, 
will not suffer in comparison with any in our country. And the 
Theological Department is beginning to mjike its influence to be felt 
In connection with Institutions of a kindred object, established on a 
more enlarged foundation, and facilitated with more extensive en- 
dowments.[AA] 

The Rockmgham Academy, recently established at Hamptoa 



Falls, bids fair to make a most useful Seminary, and to exert a hap- 
py influence in favor of learning and religion.[BB] 

Besides these Institutions we have High Schools in different parts 
of the State. And indeed we notice with great pleasure, a waking 
up of interest through all our churches and societies to the import- 
ance of education, and very liberal contributions for the promotion 
of this noble object. 

I have now led you through a period of eighty years, and given the 
mere data of the establishment and progress of the cause of truth aa 
connected with our churches in this State. 

It will be seen by the foregoing account that I have been 
principally anxious to determine when and in what manner Baptist 
sentiments first found their way into the different towns, and there- 
fore have passed over much which related merely to the various 
changes through which the different churches have passed since 
their first organization. A detail of the whole would require moro 
time than my present limits would justify. 

In view of the facts to which we have referred, we see great cause 
to recognize the protecting hand and presiding care of the Great 
Head of the church over his people. 

When we look back eighty years and view the little handful of 
disciples gathered in an obscure town in the State, and then look at 
the opposition that was arrayed against us, how could we hope for 
success? 

It should be understood that the opposition that we have been call- 
ed to meet, has been from the avowed friends of the Savior, — the 
ministers of his religion, — ^the professed disciples of the Redeemer 
have come forth and arrayed themselves in opposition. And in view 
of this fact, who would have thought, who would have imagihed 
even, that from the small beginnings, there could have gone forth a 
number so great, — an influence so commanding, and a community 
so extensive ? Who would have dared to hope, that from the small 
^' gleanings '' of a few itinerant^ ministers, who dared first to step over 
the parish lines of New-Hampshurc, there would have risen up such 
a multitude of the followers of the Lumb ? 

This is the Lord's doing. It is wonderful in our eyes. The Lord 
of Hosts went forth with our fathers. It is his blessing that has giv- 
en us all this prosperity. How clearly has He shown in our history 
that under the most disadvantageous circumstances he can make his 
truth to prosper. It was pot civil power, it was not commanding in- 
fluence, nay it was not favorable secular circumstances, that has giv- 
en us this goodly heritage, but the Lord made bare his holy arm. It 
was His pleasure to bless us, and all the opposing circumstances 
which we have met, have only displayed in clearer lustre the arm of 
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the Lofd. -< AcooidiBg to this time It shii)] be Mid of Jacob and ot 
teael. What hath God wroagfaL'* 

It wnSl be seen, through the whole history of the Baptists in New- 
Hampdiire, that they have been distinguished for their tenacity to 
scnpCnre tmth. It has been made a matter of conscience to adhere 
with unbroken firmness to the right way. Whatever the mind hat 
embraced as the trath, whether in doctrine or duty, that has been ro- 
ceired and adhered to. It has been no part of our policy to take 
comifld witfi the feelings of man, or surrounding circumstances, or 
latoenodotts of expediency. No, truth hks been our standard of 
acdoo. 

Means have been used to induce us to give up the ** little diifbrou- 
eea^ that a e perate us and other denominations. Once civil [>owar 
was made to interfere, in order to compel us to yield, now other 
means are devised, but aH to no effect We still adhere to what we 
consider plain scripture truth. And may the day be far distant when 
we shall yield a titde of God's word. 

As a denomination, we have witnessed great changes around ut, 
eapecMlj among those that have made so many attempts to bring ua 
wHhhi the bonds of the " Abrahamic Covenant.** We have review- 
ed the time when our ministers were scourged, and even banished, 
for bapdzing according to the scriptural direction, especially if the 
person so baptized had been sprinkled in unbelief.* But our oppo- 
nents have found that such a course will not do, and of late forsooth, 
they have gone into the same practice, and very many instances of 
Bueh baptism have occurred among them within the present year. 

But has this spirit of opposition and unchristian treatment died 
away ? No, it has changed its tune. Now the cry is close commu- 
nion. It is the same spirit — possessing all its former enmity but 
clad in a difierent costume. This spirit that now abuses and calum- 
niates us, is the same in substance as what appeared in a different 
form a hundred years ago.[Gc] 

Why did it not occur to those who have always found us in the 
fault, to charge home upon us close communion when Roger WilH- 
ams'was banished, and other ministers imprisoned, for preaching what 
they considered the pure gospel ? We say then, most explicitly, that 
if the Congregational denomination wish to unite with us in church 
relation, they must manifest that they are willing to meet us on scrips 
tural ground, and in the axercise of christian feelings, [nn] On such, 
and no other terms, are we prepared to meet them. Nor can we, 
after all that we have suffered, make any approaches toward a union 
until we have evidence that they are disposed to make retraction for 
past unkindness, at least by christian treatment now and hence- 
forward^ 

• Set Note D. 



26 

It would be doing manifest injustice to my own feelings, and to 
the subject to which I have called your attention, were I not to refer 
to the character aiul labors of our Fathers in the ministry, who were 
instrumental in the hands bf God, of planting the first churches in 
New-Hampshire. They were men of God, and no one can look 
back upon their history without admiring the wisdom of the Great 
Head of the church in choosing such men, at such a time. They 
were called to labor in peculiar circumstances, and God gave them 
peculiar endowments. Their advantages were not such as are now 
enjoyed, to acquire an education, but they were men of great industry, 
and, therefore, were enabled to rise with the improvement of society. 

But most of these devoted men have rested from their labors. We 
look around upon our beloved brethren and fatheins^and see but here 
and there a hoary head which may be numbered with the first minis- 
ters cf New-Hampshire. They have departed,one after another, to rest 
with their Redeemer. We follow them. And while standing on the 
ground which they occupied, we would cherish their memory and 
wish to copy the piety, zeal, and singleness of purpose, which was so 
strongly developed in their life and character. 

We now occupy the place of our fathers. In turning our minds 
from them, and looking around us, we see the goodly heritage which 
they have bequeathed to us. Let us most solemnly feel that an impor- 
tant trust has been committed to our hands. 

While, therefore, we are called upon to adiuire the character of 
the churches, and their former ministry, may we so imitate their ex- 
cellencies as to be followers of those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises. 

The circumstances upon which we are thrown, may not require of 
us the same kind, or the same degree of sacrifices, as was required 
of our predecessoi's. Temptations, however, to forsake the right 
way, may be spread before us which may be equally subtle and re- 
sistless. But in the midst of such temptations, may we turn and look 
back at the firm and undaunted courage, portrayed in those that 
have gone before us, and then let us consider that every particle of 
truth which now attaches to our declaration of faith, and practice, is 
committed to us in sacred charge, to keep inviolate amid all the ef'^ 
forts that may be made to wrest it from our hand. 

Much has been said for half a century to fix a reproach upon our 
faith and practice. We have met the'ch ^ge of bigotry, ignorance, 
undue tenacity about small matters, and are even ready to meet them 
again ; yes, we will meet them as oflen as they are charged upon us, 
for in this respect we can defend ourselves on scripture ground. 
We will always try to meet such unkind charges in the spirit of 
the gospel. May we always retain the consciousness that all such 
charges are unfounded, and bear fruits of our innocence to the world. 
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Aud wlialBver clau may ba uhurged iL|ioti ub, may ii 
said sfua, timt we hnvc yielded the tiutb of God's wi 
ihe feelings orthoee who oppose ic. 

I cannot sDjoiu it too Bolismjily upon you, my brotlireu, to n 
the purity of our church. Avoid the least compromise with e 
u6i>eci&lly in regard to the doctrines aud ordinances of ibe church. 
Keep joursolves pure. Every approach lo error endangers the 
poace and prosperity of Zioo. Let us take warning from what oth- 
er denoininationB have sufiered, by yielding the truth. Aud let it ba 
COgraveti upon the heart of eveiy Baptist that wc owe much of the 
fCDsperily that had marked the course of our churches to this State, 
<1a an unyielding tenacity to Bible trutli, and an uncompi'omising 
^ririt to every form of error. I'll is has been a prominent feature iii 
the character of the Baptist denomination from it:j first e.oslence, 
and may this characteristic be, held nut through all coming time, iu 
bU its primeval loveliness. 

Hay odier generations when they shall stand and survey the histo- 
ly of our churches, and fijid us on the record of her departed sons, 
have the assuriuico tbnt we were not unworthy of a place with them 
on the pages ofbistory. 

Nor should it be a matter of U'ifling moment to us that we coniinii 
the interests of our Ziou to faithful mea?~men who shall ucver 
yield the truth, but retain and hand down unimpaired the precious 
iegscy that we have received from those that have gone before us. 
Onr denoniiuatiau has been greatly blessed in her ministry, and may 
the time never come when it shall be otherwise. 

I cannot tlien, too importunately exhort you, I cannot too solemn- 
ly warn you, my brethren to avoid any tinhallowed compromi.se with 
error. Let others call it non-essential, we do not call things by such 
names. We call nil the words of Christ both important and essen- 
tial. Regard then, with the most faithful care and holy reverence, all 
the instructionH of your adorable Saviour. Make his word the rule 
of action in all things. Let your ojiuiions and affections be shaped 
and formed by this perfect rule. Conform your heart to it. Con- 
form your life to it. Conform your practice, your ell to it. And 
whatever you may meet in this world, ns a consequent on such a 
course, let it console you, that you have the approbation and blessing 
of God, your Savior. , 

And when our work is done on earth, may we be permitted to re- 
ceive his approval, in the presence of the universe, and enter into the 
Joy of onr Lord. And in that world of light and glory under a full 
sense that his approbation is incoinparahly more valuable than the 
applause of all created intellii;enceE, may we recount the way in 



which the Lord lis.^ led u 
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f, up la his heavenly seal. 
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There to admire the beauties of our ImmaDuel, and swell the an- 
them of redeeming love, unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God, and his Father. Unto him be glory and dominion 
ibrever and ever. Amdn. 



V. 



APPENDIX. 

The author would avail himself of this opportuuity to say, that 
many of the dates in the foregoing discourse may be iucorrect, as he 
was obliged to make out some by calculation. He derived m«ich in- 
formation respecting the modern history of our churches, from a 
manuscript prepared by Rev. William Taylor, in 1829. He would 

« 

also in this connection express his thanks to John Farmer, Esq. who 
has rendered him much personal assistance, and furnished several 
valuable Notes.] 



NOTE A. Page 4. 

In June, 1770, Dr. Smith, of Haverhill, Mass. baptized thirty-eight 
persoosi who belonged to Nottingham, Brentwood, and Stratham. 
Among this number were a Congregational minister, two deacons, 
and a majority of a Congregational church. This minister's name 
was Elipfaalet Smith ; he was pastor of a Congregational church in a 
part of Nottingham, called Deerfield. In this place a Baptist church 
was formed soon after this Baptism, and Mr. Eliphalet Smith 
was ordained their pastor, who afterward continued with them a 
number of years. 

It should be remarked that the Rev. Eliphalet Smith, who was the 
pastor of the church in Deerfield at the time of the revival in 1770, 
moved to the State of Maine, and was blessed in his labors in Liver- 
more. In a revival there enjoyed under his labors. Rev. Otis Robin- 
son late of Salisbury, and Rev. Elisha Williams were among the con- 
verts to faith in Christ. Mr. S. died in that region but we have no 
record of the time*. 

NOTE B. Page 4. 

Rev. Hansard Knollys, who is mentioned in the text, was bom 
1596, at Cawkwell Lancashire, was ordained by the Bishop of Peter- 
Jborough in June, 1629, was arrested by the high Commission Court 
in 1636, but escaped to London and from thence came to New- Eng- 
land 1638. Ho arived at Boston, but soon went to Dover, where he 
remained until 1641, when he returned to England and arrived at 
London in December, that year. He founded a Baptist church in 
London about 1642, and continued its minister until his death, Sept. 
19, 1691, aged 93,— "being a good man in a good old age."— Gcwett- 
logicid Register, (revised edit.) 

NOTE C. Page 4. 

The story of this remarkable woman is thus related by Mr. Backus 
in his history of New-England, Vol. II. pp. 2G5, 2t>). 

About the year 1720, a man by the name of Scammon, of Stratliam, 
on Piscataqua river, married Rachel Thurbcr, of Rclioboth, Mass. 
and removed her to his own town. Mrs. Scammon was a woman of 
piety, and firmly uud uuderblaiidingly ostablibhed in the Baptist prin- 
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cipleis. But she was now removed at a distance from her brethren, 
and Settled in a place wliere the Baptists were not known, and where 
tlieir sentiments were not named, except by way of censure and re- 
proach. In this lonely situation she remained most of her days, and 
although she frequently conversed with her neighbors respecting the 
propriety of her peculiar opinions, yet so strong were their prejudices 
that for the space of forty years she gained but one proselyte. That 
was a woman, who being convinced of her duty repaired to Boston, 
the distance of more than fiAy miles, and was baptized by Elder 
Bound, the pastor of the second church in that town. 

Mrs. Scammon, towards the close of her life, fell in with Norcott 
on Baptism. The arguments in that little work appeared so clear 
and convincing, that she was firmly persuaded they would have an 
enlightening effect on the miiids of her neighbors and friends, if they 
could be prevailed upon to read them. She accordingly carried the 
piece to Boston, with a view of getting it reprinted. But when she 
come to propose the matter to the printer, he informed her that he 
had more than a hundred copies of the work then on hand. These 
she immediately purchased, carried them home, and distributed them 
around her neighborhood, to all who would accept of them. She 
however^ did not live ta see much of the fruits of her benevolence 
aud zeal ; but she used often to say to her neighbors, that she was 
fully persuaded that a Baptist church would arise in Stratham, al- 
though she might not live to see it. And it so happened that a Bap^ 
tist church actually arose there soon afler her death, and others were 
gathered in different parts of the country not long afler, and the light 
which was reflected from Norcott's little book, which this pious la- 
dy had dispersed abroad, was the means either directly or indirectly 
of producing them. 

*' Thus," says Mr. Backus, " Mrs. Scammon's bread, cast upon the 
water, seems to have been found afler many days ; the books which 
she freely dispersed, being picked up and made useful to many." 

The most remarkable instance of this kind, was in the case of 
Samuel, genercdly distinguished by the title of Dr. Shepard, who has 
long been extensively known as an eminent preacher amongst the 
Baptists in this part of New-Hampshire. He was, at this time, a 
young man, engaged in the practice of physic, and being at the 
house of one of his patients, he took up one of the little books above 
mentioned ; and on reading it through, he found his mind much im- 
pressed with the force of the sentiments which it advocated. He- 
had been converted when very young, but remained in the Pedobap- 
tist connection. But the light which he now received, increased, 
until he was brought fully to embrace the Baptist sentiments ; and 
in a short time became a Baptist minister, and besides all his other 
labors, planted a church in Brentwood, which now contains almost 
seven hundred members. 

About the time of Mrs. Scammon's death, a revival commmenced 
in this part of New- Hampshire, which prevailed to a considerable 
extent, and many were led to embrace the Baptist sentiments. 

NOTED. Page 6. 

In July 1657, three ministers, Clark, Holmes and Crandall came 
from Newport, Rhode Island, to hold a meeting with a member of 
the church, then residing in Lynn. This member was not able, by 
reason of his advanced age, to visit the church in Newport, and 
therefore these men came to hold a meeting at his house. But 
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vrhtie Mr. Clark whs preacbing on the Saliliath, two conritablea en- 
tered and arrfsteil tha nimistars, and on Monday thoy were ull finttil 
and commitieil lo priaon. Clark ai)d Craodall wero laken out liy 
ibeir friends. But Mr. Holmes, after stifFering ii) close jail lor sev- 
tnonlhs, was publicly whipped 30 iHehes with their three corded in- 
stmmenl, prepared in torture llioee that dared lo oppose infant 
Bprinkling, or prench contrary in law. I cnnnol give juu a better 
piotnre of the Inw at this time, thnn by copying tlio decision of the 
court in reference to Mr. Holmes. 

Ta* Si:htb!<ci! or Obauiau Hoimes.— " Forasnjucli as you, Oba- 
diali Holmes, being come Into this jurisdiction aboutthe Slst of the 
5th ma. did ineetat one William Witter's house, at Lynn, and did 
ban privately (and at other times, being an oKcommunicete person, 
did lake upon you to preach nnd bajKize) upon the Lord's day or 
other days, and being taken then by the uonstabk-, and coming Hf\er- 
ward to the aesenibly at Lynn, did, iu disrespect to the ordinance of 
God and hia worship, keep on your hat, the jwator being in prayer, 
insomuch that you would not give reverence in vailing your hat,' till 
it was forced off your head, to the disturbance of the congregation, 
and profetsing against the institution of ilie church, os not being ac- 
eordmg to the gospel of Jesus Ghriet ; and that you, the said Obadiah . 
Holmes, did, upon the day following, meet again at the said Witter's 
in contempt to authority, you being then in the custody of the law, 
nnd did there receive the sacramenl, lieing excommunicate, and that 
you did baptize such as were baptized before, and tliereby did neces- 
■srily deny the twptism that was hefbrc'ad ministered to be no bainisni, 
the churches no churches, and also other ordinances, and ministers, 
as if all were a nullity ; and did also deny the lawfulness of baptizing 
infants ; end all this tends lo the dishonor of God, the despising the 
ordinances of God among lu, the iieace of the churches, and sedu- 
cing Iho subjects of this common wealth irom the truth of the goBi)el 
ofiesus Christ, and perverting the straight ways of tbo Lord, llio 
court doth fine you 30 ponnds, lo he paid, or Bufficii:nt sureties that 
the said sura shall ba paid by the first day of llio nest Court of Assia- 
lants, or else to be well whipt, and that you shall remain in pi'ison 
II it is paid, or security given in for it. 
" By the Courl, 

"INCREASE NOWELL." 
NOTE E. PiQEfi. 
This is strikingly developed in (!i« following quotation from Dong- 
s' Hieiory of the British settlements iti North Americ 
445. 
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The Analtaptists at their first appearnncu in New-England were 
enthusiacticnlly ironhlesonie ; ihey cbosa among llieinselvca the 
ineauest of the people for iheir tnlnisiers, they called themselves 
Baptists by way of abbreviation of the name of Anabaptists of ihn 
Lollards who were lite first in the Reformation followed by the Lti' 
therans and Anabapiiets some of whom vainly imagined thni tliey 
ought to be called by that name. In a i>eeultar manner their baptism 
being the only scriptural baptisni. They would not communicate 
with persons baptized in infancy,' only if ocrasionally in a Congrega- 
tional meeting upon a child's lieing presented for baptism they with- 
drew to ihc great disturhonee of the congregation. Fines were cn- 
wonld 1 '" * '' 
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<c)iarch in time of divine servfce, and against railery of Magistrates. 
That all who shall oppose or condemn the baptism of infants, or shall 
purposely depart tlie congregation at the administration of that ordi- 
nance, or shall deny the order of Magistracy ^ every person continue 
ing obstinate in these afler the proper means of conviction have b6cn 
4ised shall be sentenced to banishment. 

NOTE F. Pase 6. 

One instance of the prosecution of such measures will answer for 

nn illustration. In the town of G ^ resided a Mr. George, in very 

low circumstances, as to the necessaries of living. He belonged to a 
liaptist Society, but this did not exempt him from the troublesome 
tax-gatherers. All the stock that he Jiad was a cow and heifer, and 
as he had no means of satisfying the claims, his property must be 
seized. The sheriff, therefore, was ordered to attach the heifer, and 
sell it at auction to pay the minister, whe]\the owner could not for 
consciencP'Sake hear him preach. 

NOTE G. Page 6. 

The sermon preached on that occasion was entitled, " Those who 
^ve the form of godliness^ hut deny the power thereof described and 
cautioned against,^ The following is a quotation and a pretty fair 
specimen of the spirit of the discourse. 

*' And now if one Apostolic precept, so plain and pointed as this in 
our text, be not sufficient for my justification, I shall refer you to 
another given by the same St. Paul, to the Romans. (Rom. 16: 17, 
18.) Now I beseech you, brethren mark those who cause divisions, 
and offences contrary to the doctrine that ye have learned, and 
avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly, and by good words and fair speeches, deceive 
the hearts of the simple. — Every one who hears mo read these ver- 
ses, has I doubt not, already judged that they give as exact a descrip- 
Cion of the character and conduct of the person who has lately been 
Jaboring among us, as can well be imagined. Will any one ask 
whether he has caused divisions and offences ? Let them look upon 
the bleeding state of Haverhill, and almost twenty parishes around. 
If they do not find matter of conviction there, let them travel about 
200 miles West, and over one hundred East, and then return and 
view the small gleanings he has made in the several towns in these 
parts, and I believe the inquiry will be thought satisfied." 

A few years since the sermon just alluded to was lent by a gentle- 
man of this town to a lady of his acquaintance, who returned it, ac- 
companied by the following remarks. 

" It seems the occasion which elicited this discourse was the cir- 
cumstance of a Baptist minister preaching in some part of the town. 
It was remarked I believe by one of his parishioners, that " the old 
gentleman seemed ns much exasperated as a farmer would be, in 
case a man should break away his fences and let loose a herd of cat- 
tle upon his fields." But the good old pastor undoubtedly *' verily 
thought he was doing God service,'^ by carefully watching against all 
innovations of what he considered the primitive faith, and against 
all encroachments upon that part of the vineyard where he labored, 
and of which he deemed himself at least a temporary keeper. Liltle 

* It should be undenstood tha^ ** denying the order of Magistrates,*' was only de- 
nying tiieir right to interfere in religious matters. The Baptists did not oppose them 
in other respects. 




<Jid he imagine thitl in soincwhctt more ifaan fljly years so elegam 
and comraocliauH n house for worBhi|i woulil bo erecietl altnost with- 
in tile Bnioke of hie otrn chimney for lite very inoovHtorB he was then 
lienounciiig — auit the occupnnt of its pulpit countenanced by iheaiic- 
ceaaor in his own. Thanks to the Supreme Ruler of the universe, 
" titnea ate altered," a brighter day is risen upon the earth, ntiil had 
pBTRon Walker lived to see it, he would doubtleES, like other | 
men, " rejoice iu the light of it." It is a high privilege, r 
those who live at this happy period. May we duly appreciate it ond 
i)e constantly influenced by gratitude to the Father of merciea, the 
Bestowar of every good and perfect gift for what we hove witnesBed, 
what we hear, and what we anticipate ! BleBacd witi be the n 
caeding generations upon earth for " glorious things ore spoken " of 
the coming age; but happier, fiir happier the final Etale of the rigbte- 
oua when "mortal shall have |iut ou immoi-taliiy," and all ilie spirits 
of the just made perfect, shall "circle the throne, rejoicing" with 
oherubim and seraphim to go no more out forever." 

NOTE H. Paop. 7. 

"This rapid increase of ilie Baptisia in Ibis Slate aroused the jeal- 
ousies and resentment of some of tbs neighboring Congregational 
clergy, to auch a degree, that one of them wrote a letter againsi them 
the next year which lie published in one of the Boston papers. This 
inviduouB and arrogant letter contained the following clause;" 

"Alas! tlieconsequenceofihoprevalenceof this sect! They cauee 
divisions every where. In the State of New-UampshirD, whore 
there are many new towns, infant settlcracnis, if ihis sect gets footing 
among Ihem, they hinder, and are like to hinder, their settling and 
supporting learned, piou% and orthodox ministers i and the poor in- 
liabitantsof those towns must live, who knows how long ! without 
the mirustry oflbe gaspel and gospel ordinaneef." — (Backus' Hislon/ <ff 
Nkw-Eitgland, Vol. in. p. 278.; 

NOTE I. Paob 8. 

Rev. Joahua 3inilh professed religion in the revival in Deerfiold, 
in 1770 under the labors of Rev. Hezekiah Smith, as stated in Note 
A. Mr. Smith labored many years as an Evangelist, and was instru- 
mental in the aalviiion of many aouls. He v^as the author of a 
small collBciion of Conference hymns. He was called in the midst 
of bis uacfuinesB to rest from his labors. 

NOTE J. P«oH 9. 
it was during the ministry of the late Dr. Baidwiu, in Canaan, thai 
he visited this infant church in Newport and Croydon, and cujoyed 
a mo<t interesting meeting with them in what is now called Croy- 
Jen-FlaL The meeting held to a late hour, — christians seemed un- 
wilUng to separate. After the insotiDg, Dr. B. started to ride to Ca- 
naati, having biisincsB that required bis atlentlou early the ncsl day. 
As be was passing through the atmoet pathleas witdorucss on horse- 
back, reflecting upon the heavenly sooaon he hod enjoyed with the 
little band of diaciplss in Croyden, he composed that well-known 
Union Hymn which has been so universally loved by every pious 
christian, and will continue to cheer the hearts of the foltowar« of ilie 
Lamb, until its glorious anticipations arc eiyoyed 
"In yonder bright ii 
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NOTE K. Page 9. 

FSXI WILL BAPTISTS IN NORTH AMBRICA. 

From the Minutes of the eighth General Conference of the ^ree 
Will Baptist connexion in North America, held at Byron, N. Y. Oct. 
7-14, it apjpears that the connexion has 6 yearly meetings ; 55 quar- 
terly meetmgs ; 750 churches ; 481 elders and 134 licentiates ; and 
33,832 communicants. — ^The nett increase of the denomination dur- 
ing the past year, was 3,249 ; added 57 churches ; ordained 43, and 
licensed 36. The majority of the denominatien reside in Maine, 
New-Hampshire, and Rhode Island ; — about one third of the whole 
are in Maine. The Free Will Baptists are generally, we believe, a 
pious and devoted people. The denomination have recently prepar- 
ed a Declaration of Faith and Practice, which has been generally 
adopted by the churches. They have also a Foreign Mission Soci- 
ety and a Society to assist indigent young men in preparing for the 
gospel ministry. These recent organizations may be reeeu'ded as most 
promising^circurostances in the history of this people. Nothing could 
tend, more than this kind of effort, to strengthen, purify, and perpet- 
uate the denomination. 

NOTE L. Page 10. 

Within a few years of the formation of this branch in Hebron, it 
became a distinct church, which more frequently enjoyed the labors 
of visiting brethren, among whom was Elder Haines to whose labors 
some now living still revert. About &e year *88 or 'SO the church 
united in contributing to the support of the Rev. Mr. Page who was 
about this time ordained over the Pedobaptist church who agreed to 
exchange with Baptist ministers occasionally, so that the Baptist 
church might enjoy the -ordinances. And faitber, a spirit of amal- 
mation was so far in exercise that both churches held their church- 
meetings together for a time and attended to the rules of discipline 
to some considerable extent as a body. Time and experience did 
not fail however to teach that this connection originated more in the 
exercise of christian fellowship than from that union of mind and 
judgement which forms the oniy proper basis of church-fbllowship, 
and that it is altogether in vain to attempt union in such matters any 
farther than the true principles of union are felt in the heart. 

Consequentlv this connection was afterwards dissolved ; trials con- 
tinued in the Baptist church until it lost its visibilty, which prepared 
the way for the organization of the present church in the spnng of 
1805. During this time the repeated labors of Elder Drew, Hibbard, 
Stone and Bridgmau were enjoyed, which were attended with a di- 
vine blessing. 

NOTE M. Page 12. 

He thus describes this scene of labor: ^A bappy revival took 
place in the town of Bow under the preaching of Joshua Smith, a 
licentiate, I was sent for to baptize, and though it was in the dead of 
winter, the excitement of the people was such that a great assembly 
met — a large company came in sleighs from Concord, in a thick 
snow storm to see the wonderful sight. A space was cut in the ice 
on the mill-pond, and I descended into the liquid grave and baptized 
two, Mr. Rogers and his wifb. On the 10th of April I baptized 16, 
on the 11th of August 11, and in Oct. 4. This was the coramence- 
jxient of the church in that town which is large and respectable. 
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There wu a church in Hopkioiou, but no pastor. By their request 
I Tisitetl them saveral timea. I rode there on Saturday in the moDth 
of April, nrriveil afier dark and culled at a house where I tvos unac- 
fluaiuted. There I learned that the meeting was appoiatad ii 
West part of the town in a barn. When I arrived I found a large 
assembly. AJler the sermon, Benjamin Darling and wife, and anoth- 
er lady related their christian experience and were received as can- 
|didaies for baptism and memLership, wont directly some distance to 
"onloocook river and administered the holy ordinance. On my ro- 
,_.ii I stepped into a house and obtaioed a dmall dry biacuit, walked 
lo the barn and preached to a. solentn and attentive congregation, re- 
' 'ed the candidates into the church by the hand of feilowship, and 
iniatoredihe holy ordinance of the Lord's Supper," 

NOTE N. Page 13. 



The Grst eifectual step which led to the eBtablishmenI uf a Baptist 

Jpeeting in Londonderry was the oppreesion of the Presbyteri- 

,' ma Socie^ in the town, exercised towards those who dissented from 

them. The writer of this, well remembers the time, whi<:h was 

about the 9th year of his age, when his father, who resided in the 

town, waa arrested by the constabia with a view to his being carried 

to jail for his tases to the Presbyterian minister. The ofiicer taking 

the body rather than property, hoping lo obtain the payment of the 

n lax and intimidate others, the prisoner assured him that legal meaa- 

Cjwes would be taken to recover damages and ofiered to proceed. 

y^Dpon this the ofGcev retired, leaving his prisoner to the liberty of his 

•»«uiBeieuce. Tbid emboldened a number of others to resist the op- 

•preBsion, and a Sabbath-day conference meeting web esiablislied, 

which led to the introduction of Baptist preaching, the revival, and 

the organization of tlie cliurch, — Rev. W. TnyUtr's Matntacript SfatcA- 

tt »fthe Bap. Ch'i. in JV. H. 

NOTE O. Pase J3. 
It has often beon a rule of action atnong the Congregational de- 
nomination to monopolize, if possible, titc cxclueivo occupaney of 
those meeting houses which are owned by the town, and in many 
cases abut out our denomination even when the house was unoccu- 
pied by themselves. And in soma towns in the State this course is 
pursued up to the present time. In the course of the present season, 
two iDstaiices of this kind have occurred in which our people wish- 
ed to occupy the town meeting house on week days, the key has been 
turned against them. One instance occurred at the organization of 
the Baptist church in the town of G. the other at the organization of 
the Baptist church in F. In tlie tirst iostanca the house was after- 
ward opened by special order froin the town Clerk, in the other the 
people retired to a public hall iu the neighborhood. 
NOTE P. PioE 14. 
The following is an eitract frotn the account of Mr. Merrill's 
ehaoge of sentiments preiiared by himself a few weeks before liis 
death: 

"From time to time my Dcquaiiicance with the Baptistit increased, 
and my afTuctioii for ihetn, as partakers of the itiviiio nature, and 
poswMsiug like precious faith, also increased ; so did also my desire 
for a union with ihcm — rwl by liiruing to lliein, hut by their convic- 
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tion of wiMt I believed to be their error, and by turning irom it, at 
least 80 far that we might appear one people, and have nothing to 
inar our union, or hinder our work. I thought so much of the im- 
portance of this union as to write a long letter to one of their most 
useful and devoted ministers. Yes, I was so deeply impressed with 
the urgent necessity of this union among the children of God, of the 
service which I might render the Baptists by stating before them, In 
plain scripture evidence, the errors to which they adhered, and the 
certain correctness of the general system of my brethren, the Goiigre^ 
gationalists— *for I know not that I then had one doubt but what such 
evidence was attainable--*and I also had such an interesting view of 
the vast advantage which such an event would almost certainly pro- 
duce to the cause of truth and of Christ in the world, that I gave my* 
self with a degree of decision, to a careful and critical review of the 
oracles of God, that I might write a book and show the Baptists from 
the unerring word of God, the certain scripture evidence of their 
errons and of the hurtful nature of those errors, and of their obliga- 
tion to renounce them, and come up to the help of the Lord, to tlw 
help of the Lord against the common loe, by uniting their strength 
with ours. Upon the above oljgect, I contemplated day and night, 
and perused the sacred volume, and re-perused it, from Genesis to 
Revelations, and thought myself nearly prepared to write my propo- 
sed book. But upon a review of my arguments, I found that in 
some of the links of my chain there was not that full strength of evi- 
dence which I could wish. I iJierefore sat myself to a renewed re- 
search, that I might strengthen any part which seemed not sufficient- 
ly strong to move a world. For truth was my object, as well as vic- 
tory, and my eye was principally upon the one,^that I might win oth- 
er. I did not, in this momentous concern, covet priAcipally the 
praise of men nor the show of victory, but the prevalence of all-con- 
quering truth. 

Thus was I searching for ti*utb as for a hidden treasure. This 
search for truth began, in continuanco of time, to be painful ; . not 
from any doubt where it was, or what it was but from my not fijuding 
the evidence of it in that clearness which I expected. This anxious 
search was continued uot for weeks and months merely, but for 
more than two years. Towards the close of my research ror what I 
had long believed to be the truth, and for that evidence of it which 
might compel every honest Baptist to buy it, by exchanging his errors 
for it, my pain became severe. To my great disappointment and ex- 
treme regret, I was driven to the then very sorrowful conclusion, 
that the sacred scriptures did not afibrd clear and direct evidence to 
support my own practice. Yes, I was compelled to believe that 
there was no certain precept nor plain example in the Bible to au- 
thorize the administering of any gospel ordinance to an unconscious 
babe. I still fully believed that there were gospel ordinances, and 
that the Bible did define with certainty what these ordinances were, 
and to whom they should be administered ; but I very sensibly felt 
that I knew not either. For as yet I was uot merely no Baptist, but 
possessed a very strong opposition against being one. At the same 
time all satisfactory evidence of the ti'uth of my own practice failed 
me. This was a painful condition. At this time eight children 
were about being presented to have the rite of sprinkling administer- 
ed to them. I considered that I was under no obligation to go, nor 
even had liberty to go where the Lo^d would not go with me, and as 



he bad rafuaed [Uo iho light of cvltleJice in favor of ihis rite, 1 refused 
10 admiaister it. My pain and anxiety increased upon ine. 

Id siiort, I neither knew ivlialg08jiel bapliam was, wbtithor sprink- 
ling, pouring, or immersion ; or who were to bs linptixsd. lu this 
Btnta oi diatroesing uncartainty and profound ignorance, I contiaued 
for nesrlf three iiioiuhs, growing nothing bstter, but ratiier worse. 
I read, 1 meditated, 1 fasted, 1 prayed, but all apparently to no pur- 
we. The subject was revolving iji my mind day and night, sleop- 
g and waking. 1 contemplated upon diSerenl churches in the 
frld, and upon their varied practices, but could be saliafied willi 
■I& At times 1 thought myself ready, or nenily so, to be 
'. thing the Lord would have me he. Howstct, 1 liad 
rat an nnconquered aniipath; against beiiig a ilaiitist. At 
a my carnal nature so lifted itself that 1 could not hear the 
of being called oue. 1 was not wilting as yet to become as a 
a child in this casu. Therefore the Lord kept me, from month to 

I, in Egyptian darkness, and in ilistressing solicitude, till I felt 

WiKff whole boart give way, and my will bow, aud I said. Lord maka 
~ e what aeemeth thee good. At this moment I surj'endered myself 
d the whole concern unto the Lord, without so much as a known 
lerralion. ThuH by an uncoudltiotinl siibmiesiou to the 
K-WiU of God, 1 was enabled to roll tny burden upon him and found 

In all my distress, end ibrough the whole of ibe sore conflict which 
Ll ausiained, niy heart was, so far as i know, ever flsed in this one 
■ mlnii (hat wbataoever the Lord might show me was the truth, that I 
BjOtwald prnctiee. But in my most sorrowful hours, and in my moat 
■Jbrvent petitions, I recollect no instance, except the above, in which 
< I had Dot a latent request, that he would not show me that iho B«p- 
lists were right. 

When I found that there was in the Eiacred scriptures no model for 
biiUiiing a Podobaptist church, I stopped where every honest man 
ought 10 stop, and refused to place my faith and build tny practice 
Upon the iradjlions and comma ml men is uf men. And when I found 
that a profession of repentance was en indispensable prc-renuisitc to 
aJdmiasion into the kingdom of heaven, or church of God, Mat. iii. 3, 
and iv. 17 ; and that those who were baptized with the haptisni of 
repentance, and none other, were admilted as members of that king- 
dom of God which Christ was to set up, nnd did set up, Luke i. 17, 
Hark iii. IS, 14, Luke xvii. 31 ; and when I found iliatChrist'a "pre- 
Itarod people" were baptized in the river, or iu Enon, because there 
waa mnch water there, and that thay were buried in baptism. Hark 
i. 5, John iii. S3, Rom. vi. 4, Cot. ii. IS; and that sprinkling and 
pouring, for ba|)tiam. were of mere human invoniioUj having no 
countenance in the Bible, hut were of comparatively recent origin, 
ond were an imposition upon the world, and a. verynuwarnuiicdsub- 
Btitutofor the gospel ottlinance of hnpiisin,! soun ongagsd in ilie im- 
portant labor of showing tbeso interesting ^rticulara to my peopli-, 
Ths first Lord's day afler my mind was relieved from the long and 
distreasing perplexity which the bnriful traditions of men had occa- 
siotiod me, I delivered to my congregatinu the sulnUance of the first 
two of the seven BCtmona which 1 spceilily caused to Ixj piibliblied 
for their jierusal. 

In nhoiit lour weeks from the Umo my mind was liberated, I was 
lulbnned that una of my 'l-jacms wsi- Lii''iu:;tit out Tlii^wus the n 
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propriato ttrtii then used. Not very long after, ecmio of the brethren 
liad their eyes so opened as to begin to see the things of the king* 
doin of God. And by this time or before, they were somewhat gen* 
en\\y under serious, not to say deep concern. The congregalioii 
was large and much interested on the important truths, both new and 
old, which were delivered to them. The unnsual Hiings which were 
taking place in Sedgwick were reported all around. From the adja- 
cent towns numbers came to hear for themselves, and were oonTiB- 
eed that the Jewish church continued, and all the Jodaiztng teachwti 
who supported it, were themselves uusupported by the BiMe. 

I ftirther testified that the sprinkling or pouring of water on UD- 
eonseious babes, or upon any others, for baptism, was a practice on^ 
known in the Bible ; and was a human substitute for a divine ordi- 
nance, and diat it was hurtful to men, and an abomination in the 
si^t of the Lord. 

• When the chnveh had convened and interchanged their thetights 
upon whet it became us farther to perform, they voted to invite sev- 
eral Baptist churebes to send their ministers and delegates to meet 
in Sedgwick, and form an Ecclesiastical Council for the purpose of 
baptising us, forming ns into a regular Baptist church, and of settling 
in due form, our minister over us. On the 10th of May 1605, the 
principal part of the ministers and delegates were landed op<m onr 
shore* On the 13th, if I mistake not, they buried sixty three of us 
with Christ in baptism, upon a personal profession of our faith in 
him, and the next day twenty-three, and thus ft^cartd us to be oon- 
stituted into a church of God, and pronounced us to be so, and or- 
dained the former minister to be the under shep»herd of tbie little 
flock. In about six weeks time, I baptized fifly-eigkt more, i^rom 
one time to another, 1 have baptized some of the reodnants of the 
Congregational church who were not before ready to submit to the 
baptism which was from heaven. And some, very few of them, are 
yet apparently believing that the baptism which is of men will 
answer for them, and thus reject the counsel of God against them- 
selves." 

NOTE Q. Page 14, 

After Bfr. Chapiu became settled in Baptist principles, of which 
he notified his former brethren, he and a number of others were ex- 
cluded from the Congregational church for no other reason than for 
becoming Baptists, and attending Baptist meetings. This step led 
to an investigation of the subject, and mode of baptism. Indeed, 
Mr. Chapin's successor, Dr. Jonathan Kittredge, a licentiate of the 
pedobaptist church was by the harsh treatment of Mr. C. brought to 
reflect upon the subject, and afterward embraced the views of our 
churches. He was baptized by Rev. Otis Robinson, and was for 
many years a useful preacher of the gospel. In this way Baptist 
principles spread in Campton, and. soon after the way was prepared 
to form a church in that town. 

NOTE R, Paoe 17. 

Among other evidences of this truth there may be found an iUns- 
tration of it, in the manner of noticing this sermon preached by Mr. 
Walker in 1771, in the sermon purporting to give a history of the re- 
ligious affairs of the town, preached an hundred years after its set- 
tlement. The following paragraph from the sermon shows bow the 
conduct and spirit of Mr. W. was regarded sixty years uflerward. 





■< Id 1771, ihe peace of <lie town was agniii tlire 
Walker's apfirotiens'ion, by the iiiirusiou of a itaptUl Elder, Hcxekiab 
Sraitl], tVoin Haverhill. Mr. Walker, true lo what lie regariJetl aa tha 
luierest of his people, preaclied a iliBCourae, entilled, "TViose who have 
th^Jbrm of GodtincM, bvt liein/ the pauxr Ihercof, dcseribtd and cavtioH' 
td agaitiit." "The power of GodliiiesB,'' he sajs, " meuns the in- 
flueiice of Irue religion in aud upon tlie lujoil end conscience; 
moulding the same into a divine frame and temper, trnd regulating 
the whole wulk and conversation accordiugto thoruleeof theGoapel. 
It is no tioitg, tutnuif uoiu thing, that nfTects extenuti thgie and pompoiu 
parade, oi- to proclaim upon the house top its own goodneat or rti'- 
tua; but is chiefly aeen iu ' the fruits of the Spirit. In showing 

" whtin llioee who have the form of Godliness may bo suid to deny it 
in [he power thereof," he obaQives, this ta the caae " when men so 
explain, or rather darken, tho doctriiiea of grace aa to weaken the 
iprings of morality ;" and " Ihta it ia to ba feared u more ospecially 
tb« case with the tagrant prettcheri, who in awarma infest our bor- 
ders." It ia the case too, " when under a shew of -^ual for religion, 
any endeavor to stir up diTiaiona among ChriatiaiiH, or encourage 
rents and schisnie in the Church." Mr. Walker's main design in 
this Discourse, aa in the former one, waa to keep the church and the 
town together, and in thia also he succeeded.'' — (Set $trmon preackrd 
J^oa, 1^0, in commeiiMration o/lkt organization of the Jirit chwdt in 
Concord J^.H.) 

In a Note the writer reniarka: "It is evident that aome pans of this 
Mrmon were written under the influence of etrong excitement." 
The writer however, doea not aay wliether it manifested good or bad 
reelings, aud since he calls the visit of Dr. 9mith, " the intrusion of 
B Baptist Elder," we are lefl to conclude that he would second Mr. 
Walker's course. See Note O. 



NOTE S. Page 3 



MEREDITH ASSOCIATION— Fo 



Mrrtdith 
Sanbemlim 
Rumntg 
Conway 



Nicholas Folsom 
John Crockett 
Ezra Wilmurth 



DMi» 

Tcvijilc 

Suiiiaan 

Ptta-boro' Sf Soctetfi Lattd 

M'tuhinglon 



DUBLIN ASSOCIATION— FonMrn 1809. 

William KItiot 

Elijah Willard 



Char lea Ct»n''>i"S' 
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SALISBURY ASSOCIATION— Formed 1818. 



Saiishury 

Weart 

Bow 

Sutton 

Exeter 

Oxford . 

Concord 



Otis Robinson 
John B. Gibson 
Henry Vcasey 



Ferdinand Ellis 



Phinehas Richardson 
William Taylor 



MILFORD ASSOCIATION— Formed 1828. 



Londonderry 
AToUingham FTest 
M^ford 
ATeuhlpswich 

muon 

Goffitoum 
DuntiaJUe 
JSTew-Boston 



[Hudson] 



Benjamin Dean 
Samuel Everett 
Calvin Greenlcaf 



Simon Fletcher 



John Atwood 



PORTSMOUTH ASSOCIATION— Formed 1828. 



Brentwood 

^eufioum 

Exeter 

Portsmouth 

Mtrihwood 

Great Falls fy Somersworth 



Samuel Cooke 
David Tewksbury 
John N. Brown 
Baron Stow 



Parker L. Fogg 



Mwport 

Jilsiead 

^eW'Lomion 

Cornish 

€Mun 

Jkworth 

Claremont 

Lempster 



NEWPORT ASSOCIATION— Formed 1828. 

Ira Person 
Jeremiah Higbee 
Oren Tracy 
Gibbon Williams 



Tfaeopfailus B. Adams 
Leonard Tracy 



115 
97 
42 
78 
65 
17 
25 
15 



484 

61 
167 
134 
76 
97 
82 
40 
63 

720 

59 
56 
72 
51 
32 
30 

300 

237 

131 

213 

105 

60 

85 

44 

26 

901 



It should be remarked there were other churclies withhi the limits 
of the State, not included in these Associations, at their formation. 
The design here has only been to show how the sevmral Associations 
afipeaiM at their organization. 

NOTE T. Pa€H 21. 

This mode of employing the means of grace was first introduced 
into the churches at the South about 1830. They were then called, 
^hree-day's meetings," from the fact that they continued about three * 
days. The meetings gradually spread through the country, and soon 
were continued an indefinite number of days, and hence were called 
** a series of meetings," and afterward more generally ^ protracted 
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tneetiiigB." In lotne iiiatauceB these meeiiogs liave Leen held iwo 
weeks, aD<l even a month in some places. 

The uaual exercises have been preaching in a plain pungent man- 
ner, interspersed willi fervent prayer for the UDconverted, and per- 
■odb) conversation with inquirers. The means have generally been 
blessed in awaking the church to prayer and devotedness, and in 
calling up the attention of the careless and uncoiiceineil, God haa 
■eemed to place the seal of bis approbation upon the means thus em- 
ployed, in converting sinners during such exercises. And though in 
many inetances the mcasurea adopted might be ill-advised, and the 
means perverted, yet no doubt immense good has been dono through 
the instrumentality of" protracted meetings." And so Iod^ as they 
bold the place of means, we may expect that a blesBing will follow 
them in coming time. But ihey never should be BUppowd to excuse 
the church from the responsibility of personal effort and importunate 
prayer. 

NOTE U. PiOE 23. 
Tbe following is a list of the Baptist Ministers in New-Hampshire 
from 1755 to 1^6, together with the time of their settlement and dis- 
mission in the several towns in which they have labored. 



To^n.^,(|.h.b,.it=llj 


m...s,c„w.. 




t'^: 


"^:, 


""■ 


*f. 


Acworlh 


Thcoph B Adams 


Rowley Mass ;l82a|lKiO 


1831 


42 


Alstead 


Jeremiah Highce 


Middletown Cl Il794 


1835 








Prosjier Davidson 


BarnetVt 


1S35 








AmherEt 




■ 










Anlrini 


Joseph Duvis 


Meibuen Mass 


1830 








Alexandrifi 














Bedford 














Bow 


Bttuj Sargant 


Bradford Mass 


1707 


1801 


1818 


58 




Thos Waterman 


England 


1805 


1807 


1814 


39 




Henry Veosey 


Brentwood 


1815 


1820 


18S5 


39 




S Chamberlain 


Newport 


leSG 


1835 


42 




James A Bos well 


S'bw Chester 


1830 








Bradford 


Enoch T \Vtnter 
George Daland 


D anbury 

Andover Mass 


1831 
1836 


1833 






Brentwood 


Samuel Sbepard 
BamucI Cooke 
Jb.ucs W Poland 


Suliabury Mass 


1775 
1836 
1835 


1835 


1619 


76 


Campton 


Shubael Tripp 
John R Goodno 


Bdgajion Mass 
Marlboro' Mass 


1824 
1834 


183^ 






Canaan 


Thomas Baldwin 
Elra Willliarth 


Bozrah Con 
Cheshire Moss 


1783 


1740 


1825 


78 




Joseph Wheel 


Hollis 


113131828 








(oho Peacock 


Amherst 


I83lll833 








jcorgc Kvana 


South Rpadiiig 


1833; 






Chener 


George Katlock 


Warren Mo 


182JI1830 


1831 


32 




Simon Fletcher 


Aistead 


1831 1834 






Chesterfield 


Joseph Elliot 


Mason 


18101813 






Clareinom 


John Peckins 


Vliddlchoro' m 


1 786! 1788 








Loonoril Tracy 


Tunbridge Vt 


i82ji; 








William Taylor 


Sution 


181811825 








N W Williams 


Solem Mae.- 


18251831 








E B Cumrniiigs 


ClaroDionT 


leaal 









Danbnijr 
DMrfiald 



Dorcbensr 
Dorer 



Effingham 

Exeter 

Fitz William 

FnmcestowD 

GiUbrd 

CKImanton 



llaTerhill 
Hebron and 
Groton 



Henniker 

Hillaboroagh 



Ariel Kendrick 
SWBockwith 
Gibbon William 
Oliver Barron 
Ephroicn Crockeii 
John Pen cock 
EliplialeiSniiili 
John Peak 
Jumes Barnabj 
laaac Morriam 
Belo Wilcox 
Joseph Wheel 
Joshua Clement 
Elljoli Foster 
Noah Hooper 
Gibbon Willlami 
Benjamiu Biierly 
Elijah Willard 
Clark Sibley 
H W Strong 
Stephen Pillibury 
Bartlctt Pease 
Caleb B Shute 
Dura D Pratt 
Samuel Cooke 
Gideon Cooke 
Ferdinand Ellis 
John N Brown 
Arunah Allen 

:!9 Fisher 
John Alwood 
Jairua E Strong 
Walter Powers 
P Richardson 
Jobn B Gibson 

n Fletcher 
Jobn Peacock 
Oliver Williams 
Joseph Wheot 
Ephraira Crockett 
Frederick Page 
Abel Bridgman 
Isaac Bridgman 
Jesse Co burn 
Nathan Chapman 
Jairus £ Strong 
Benjamiu Ropes 

Peletiah Cbapin 
Joseph Wheet 
Stephen Pillsbury 
Edmund Worth 
Baster Burrows 
Enoch T Winter 
John Peacock 
Moaea Cheney 



4i 

Hanover 
New-London Con 

Bristol Eng 
Peeling 
North wood 
Amherst 



Walpole 

Brandon Vt 
Westminster Vt 

Hollis 
Hopkinton 
Hanson Mobs 
Madbury 
Bristol Eng 
Ameahury Mass 
Haivord Mass 

Enosburg Vt 
Ameshury Mass 
Martha's Vineyard 
Boston Mass 
Worcester Mass 



Med way Mass 
Hudson N Y 
Shrewsbury Mass 

Hudson 
Enosburg Vt 
Newtown 
Methuen Mass 
Woodbury Con 
Alstead 
Amherst 
Providence R I 
Hollis 
North wood 
Ludlow Vt 



Hartford Vt 

Barnstable Mags 
Enosburg Vl 
Lyme 

Belchortown Moss 
Hollia 

I bury Mass 
W Newbury Ms 
Springfield Vl 
Dan bury 
A mherst 
I Haverhill Mass 



1802 


18Mi 




189G 




1827 


1827 


1833 




1833 






1818 


1827 




1632 


1834 




1771 






1793 


1794 




1825 


1828 




1829 


1832 




1832 






1838 






1833 


1835 




1829 


1831 


1S35 


1832 


1833 




1833 


1835 




1835 






ITiM 


1830 




1831 


1833 




1835 






1835 






1838 


1829 




1829 


1830 




182; 


1828 




1838 


1830 




1817 


1828 




1820 






1810 


1816 




1818 




1835 








1831 


1834 




1786 


1806 


1836 


18 18 


1835 






1839 


1930 




1831 










1786 




1790 


1801 


1810 




181G 


1819 




1835 






1818 




1833 


1833 


1834 




1835 






1831 


1933 




1807 


1808 




1810 


1814 




1815 


1930 




1830 


I8S3 




1835 






1833 






1834 


19S6 




1835 







^^^B^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^B 








HopkiDtoii 


Elisha Andrews 
AbDBF JoDes 


Hudsou 


1795 

1815 


1797 

1830 








Michnel CftrltoD 


Bluehitl Me 


1631 


133B 








Andrew T Fosa 


Strafford 


1633 


1336 






Hudson 


Eliaha Andrews 


Hudson 


1798 


1800 








Daoiel Merrill 


Rowley Mass 


18J4 


1819 


1833 


es 




JoBopli Pa vis 


Metiuen Mass 


1833 


1834 








Bsrtleii Paaao 




1833 








Jaffrej 


Calvin Greeiileaf 
Appleioii Belknap 


TenDplston Mass 


1830 
1835 


1833 






jBabrsoii 




Hebron Mo 


1831 








Kwne 


Ferris Moore 
Edward Halo 


Putney Vl 


1819 
1828 


1821 

1830 








C G Wheoler 


Dunbarion 


168S 


1833 






LoDdonderry 


John Caanon 


England 


1834 


19S5 






Lymo 


Moses Cheney 


Haverhill Mass 


1830 1832 








Stephen Coomba 


Bamstnlile Mass 


1839! 






Msdbury 


William Hooper 




1773 




1827 


80 


Marlovr 


Ebenezer Mack 


Lyino Con 


1768 










Caleb Blood 


1778 


177» 








Eleuzer Beckwltfa 


Lyme Con 






1809 




Mwoi> 


William Elliot 


1768 




1830 


81 




Bela Wilcox 


Westminster Vt 


1636 


1831 








Joel Wheeler 


Duubarton 


1834 


1835 








Benjamin Knight 




1B35 








Merfldiib 


Nicholas Folsom 


Brentwood 


iTsa 




1830 


S3 




Porker L Fogg 


Meredith 


1831 


1830 








Lowis E Caswell 


Boston -Mass 


1831 


1834 






Meredith Vil- 












lage 


C G Wheeler 




1S31 1S35 






Milford 


George Evans 


South Uaading 


1815 


1817 








Ezrk Wilmarth 


Cheehire Mass 


1817 


1818 








Matthew Bolles 




1818 


1833 








Samnal Everett 


Priiiceloii Mass 


1833 


1832 








Mark Carpenter 




ISOl 








New-Bosion 


Isaiah Sionc 


Westmoreland 


lB06 


1834 








John Atwood 


Hudson 


isas 


1835 








Andrew T Fosb 


Stra0brd 


183C 








New-Chesler 


Stephen Coombs 
Joshua Clement 


Barnstable Mom 


1829 


1833 








HopkintoD 


1834 










Jeremiah Ward 




1793 




1812 


72 




Georgo Evans 


South Reading 


1839 


1633 








Jeremiah Higbee 


Middietown Con 


1S35 








New-lpswioL 


John Parkhurst 


Chelmsford Mags 


1814 


1831 








Feiris Moore 


Putney Vt 


1831 


1834 








Joseph Elliot 


Mason 


1884 


1837 








Asaph Moiriam 


Westminster 


1831 








Naw-London 


Job Sea mans 


Swauzey Mais 


1789 


J819 


1830 


S3 




Orcti Tracy 


Tuiihririge Vl 


1938 


1835 






New[M)« 


Abiol Lcdoy. 
Thoitias Brown 




1779 
laoti 


1B03 
1913 


I8I3 


48 








1815 


1B3I 


1S33 


81 




Irn Person 


Windsor VI 


182) 


laa-i 








Waller Power* 




1755 








^^1 (Jolin PeDh l\Val|H>le 


1704 

■ 


ISOl 

■ 


■ 


i 



North uinber- 
Northwood 



Peeling 

Peterborough 

Pittsfield 

Plain Quid 

Portsmouth 

Richmond 

Rumoey 



Salem 
Salisbury 



David Tewkabury 

an Norris 

Mcfiregory 
Edwiinl Pillabury 
Eliphnlet Merrill 
Elioa Megregory 
Gcort'c W Asbl.y 
Wm B Kcllev 

n Ropea 
John K GoDiliio 
George Dnland 
neiijniniii Sargam 
Cal«b Clarke 
John Riubnrdson 
Jonathan Cram 
Joseph Hough 
' • E Slronff 
n Dun bar 
Baron Slow 
I.ulhpr Crawford 
Martin in Ualou 
Artcnias Aldrlch 
Isaac Ketiney 
Cotton Hayues 
Ezra Wibnarlh 
Caleb Clarke 
Noah Nichola 
Samuel Fletcher 
EliBB Smith 
Ariel Kendrick 
Joabua Young 
0(ia RobinaoD 
E E Cumrainga 
Samuel Everett 
John Crockett 
Noah Hooper 



Seabrook and 
Hampton- 

Falla 



Someraworth 
South-Ham p- 



SpriDgfield 

Sullivan 

Sutton 



Timothy P Ropes 
Oliver Barron 
Samuel Cooke 
Abner Goodell 

Samuel C Gilbert 
Joel Wheeler 
Eaton Meson 
Cba'sCuiiimings 
Samuel Ambrose 
Sajnuel Applebee 
NsiJiaii CJiamplin 





Idll 


1830 






IS30 






Stratham 


1835 






Newport 


1333 
1779 
1805 






Newport 


1631 


1833 




Bradford 


1933 






Canaan 


1S31 


1933 




Lyme 


1833 






Marlboro' Mass 


1831 


1833 




Andovcr Mass 


1834 


1835 




BrailforU Mass 


1801 




1819 


Canaan 


1828 


1830 




Cuabing Me 


1831 






Brentwood 


1775 




1335 


Fomfret Con 


1831 


1833 




Euosburg VI 


1834 






Scotland 


1836 


1837 




Newport 


1837 


1833 




Alexandria 


1832 


1835 






1770 




1804 




1777 








1702 








1780 




1923 


Cheshire Mass 


1799 


ISll 




Canaan 


1826 


1837 




Boston Mass 


1329 

1780 








1793 


1797 




Hanover 


1798 


1799 




Brandon Vt 


1905 


1808 




Attlehoro' Mass 


lato 


1837 


1835 




1828 


1832 






1832 






^orihnood 


1793 




1832 


Madbury 


1SS3 








1797 


1800 




Sutton 


1826 


1833 




Lyme 


1928 


1830 




Peeling 


183311833 

1835 




Rockingham Vt 


1834 
18331835 






1835' 




Westminster Vl 


1931 


J8S8 




3eabrook 


1806 


1825 




Eseter 


1783 


1796 


1830 




IS03 


1805 




Lyme Con 


1805 


1810 





45 



Unity 

Warner 

Wosiiiogton 



iao. Tnjlor 
Reuel Lathrop 
Natban Ames 
Stephen Pillsburj 
Tristom Aldrich 
John Woodbury 
Levi Wallfer iWhituig Vt 
George W Cuttiog Shotehom Vt 



Sutton 
Corniah 
New-BoatOQ 

Amesbury Mass 



1316 J819, 
1821 1805, 
UHO L835 



Nathan Ames 

David Gage 

Amoa WocmJ 

Ezra Wilmarth 

John B Gibson 

Joseph Davia 
I Nathan Chapman 

Lewis E Caswell 

N Woodward 
I Ebenezer Bailey 

Nathan Leonard 

Palmer C Himes 

Ezra Wimarth Cheshire 

Simon Fletcher JAIstoad 

H W Strong Enosburg Vi 

John Caunon 'England 



New-Boston 
Wilton 

Kingston | 

Chessbire Mass 
Woodbury Con. 
Methuen Mnsa 
Barn stable Ms 
Boston Mass 



1817 
18*^ It 
1330 
1833 



1833 
1703 
1773 II 
1808 
1835 
1818 li 
18-^7 ■ 182ft 
133411835 
1935 



NOTE V. Page 22. 



STATISTICAL TABLE O 



r-HAHrSHIRB, 



* MinUtert tdio are aaptramituUtd, or wiOiovt pasloral eharge, an 
plactd agaiiat the loiims where theyrettde. t lAcentiates. 



SALISBURY ASSOCIATION. 



H<vki''ton 


Andrew T. Fobs 


SuUon 




Ut Wtart 




Gilford 




Bow 






JnmeBA.Boswell* 


Gilmtmloii 








Concord 


Ibeuezer E. Cumniings 




Edmund Worth- 


PUl^eld 


ohn Richardson 


BradCord 




ter 


I'ulmcrC.IIimes 


2d Wtart 


Lewis E. Caswell 


Saiitburif 


giimuol Evirclt 


Ifarner 


Georgo W. Cnltinjj 


Htnnikcr 


Enoch T. Whiter 



MEREDITH ASSOCIATION. 



it rSdnWnton 



Afrnm and Orolon 
Pedmg 

A'mo Hatapton 

U AanAoniiOB 



J^CAfk. 



Jeremiuh Higbec 
Bii B. Smilh* 
Daniel Mattisonf 
JohD R. Goodeno 
Pal at tail Cbapiii' 



Mtnditk and StmbonOon Hcrmon B. lluveof 

NEWPORT ABSOCIiTION. 
Ataporf lEdwarH Peleraon 

MMcad Prosper Davidson 

JViw Ziondort Oren Tracy 

Corttith loiiver Barron 

Ariol Keticirick* 

Jktgorth 
Oartmont 




Dmjy 



David Cummin got 
Leonard Tracy 



Levi Wallter 
jjairus E. Strong 
DUBLIN ASSOCIATION. 



SuQieon 

Baneock and SoeUiy L 



tfittmori 



tfitlmordand 
FOswiUiam and Trim 
AUnm 
Pettrborough 



Frederick Pago 
C. Farrarf 
id Gage 

D S Jncksont 
John Woodbury 





PORTSMOUTH ASSOCIATION 


JVewtoien 




William Norris 


Brentwood 




James W, Poland 


El^dtr 




J. Newioii Brown 
F. EllJi- 


DttrMd 




Bela WileoJi 


Chtidtr 




Jobn BurdflDf 
Joseph Smitbf 


MOdU tt. Pmistaeulh 








C.C. Hayeet 






C. W. Redinft 


AirttewKf 




George W. Athby 
aibboii Willianw" 


Dwtr 




BeiijamiD Brierly 


Seabrook and Hamplom FaUt 


Sorouel Cooke 






Olivet Ayert 






Joel Wheeler 


araOMm 









MILFORD A9SOCIATIO^f. 


LondmdiTTy 




Ezra Wilmarth 


Hudftm 




Barllott I'euBc 


MOford 




Mark Cnrpcnler 


X^IpwU^\ 




Asaph Merriain 


muon 




John Cannon 


CoffHoum 




John Pencock 


DwiMtaUt 




Dura D. Pralt 
Samuel C. Pratlt 


JVeur-Boiton 




John Alwood 


Mvonfmage 






Jhmbarton 




Slephen PillHhiiry 


Amherit 






I^pukhcrtmgk 




Leonard Kimball) 






Mosea Cheney 


■Mn'm 




Joseph Davis 


BtJford 




Samuel Abbott* 


FroMulom 


UNASSOCI 


ITED CHURCHES. 


S&" 




Philip Chamlwrlain 




Eliaa Hegrofory 






Abner Gooilell 


fttr- 







MiUmMUU' 








■s 



* Belong lo the York Am. Wt, 
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NOTE W. Page 28. 

The following Tabic will give a view of the operations of the New- 
Hampshire Baptist State Convention in each year of its existence, in- 
cluding each branch of benevolence which it embraces. 



Year ending June 



1827 

1828* 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1S31 

18S5t 



For. 
Miss. 



Dom. 

Miss. 




Gen. 


Edu- 


lA. B. 1 


Purp. 


cation H, M. 
Dols. Dols. 


Dols. 


1 


3 




69 


10 




232 


26 




897 


33 1 


484 


t22 




330 






449 




- 


775 




131 


1155 




596 



New-Hamp- 
ton Institution 

Dollars 

102 

158 

72 

54 

39 



3133 1830 3892 



727 



425 



The Convention, during its existence, besides rendering assistance 
by way of circuit preaching and supporting the Coos mission, has, 
in its domestic department, rendered assistance to the following 
churches to aid them in the support of their ])astor. 

Acwonh, Antrim, Brentwood, Bradford, Chester, Campton, Clare- 
mont, Dover, Danbury, Effingham, Francestbwn, Gilford, Hanover, 
Hebron & Groton, Hopkinton, Henniker, Jaffery, Londonderry, Ma- 
son Village, 2d Meredith, Nashua, New-Ipswich, Newtown, New- 
Hampton, Peeling, Peterborough, Plainfield, Seabrook & Hampton- 
Falls, South-Hampton, Sutton, Society Land, Springfield, 2d Weare, 
Wilmot, Wilton. 

NOTE X. Page 23. 

In the last annual report of the New-Hampshire Baptist Sabbath 
School Union presented October 1835, we have the folio wing estima- 
tions. 

The returns from all the Associations united, yield the following 
total for 1835. Schools 88; teachers 875; scholars 5,873; Bible 
class pupils 1,287; volumes in S. S. Libraries 10,931. Added to the 
churches including teachers and scholars during the past year, 500. 

Three of the above schools are taught in connexion with other do- 
nominations, and returns of but one of them are included in the re- 
port. 

COMPARATIVE VIEW. 

The following table presents a comparative view of the numbera 
reported to this Union, in the aeven years of its organized exist- 
ence. 



* Tbc New-Hampshire Baptist Domestic Misaionary Society gave up its exi:i- 
tence io 1828, and the funds contributed for the object of that society were paid into 
the Treasury of the Convenlion. 

During the nine years of the operations of titis Society, it received into its Treas- 
ury about three thoufand dollart, which was expended in supplying the fdestitaCe 
paitf of oar State with preaching and ralssionary kibor. 

t The money contributed for Education purpoMs was after 1831 paid into the 
Treasury of the Education Society. See Note Y. 

t At the annaal meeting in 1834 tlie anniversary of the Convention was changeil 
from Jane to October, wliicli made tiie time between the anniversaries much longer. 



r 
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^ 


School.. 


TeaclHirii. 


Scholars. 


In B. ctatta. 


Voli. in Lib. 


Bap. 


1839. 27 


212 


i;323 


170 


1,115 


4 


1830. 35 


237 


1,540 


484 


3,695 


S8 


1831. 33 


279 


1,705 


1,900 


3,018 


117 1 


1833. 72 


639 


3,422 


743 


6,303 


174 


I83S. 90 


819 


4,822 


843 


6,903 


39 


IBM. 90 


708 


4,804 


1,08G 


8,290 


15S 


1935. 91 


857 


5,663 


1,287 


10,731 


500 



^ 



The report closss, with the following eloqueni appeal. 

Bruthren and frienda of Sabbath schools, reium to the congrega- 
liotli and churches lo nhich youbetoug, and lell ihetn that through 
Ebe good hand of God upon you the work of extending our Sabbath 
tchiio]Bislh'\3dayjvtl}uilf done. Tell tbetn that when the present 
number is just doubled ; when our 6,250 scholars ore incroaeed to 
13,500 — this port of our work will be well and happily accompliehed. 
IVU them that whUe God is convertaig 1 in every 12 in a single mar, 
gou cannot be icilling that half of our beloved youth alaiuid be idisent 
yhnn Oiit hlaatd fchoolfor a ntig-It year to come. Tell them ih at what will 
takv fiat yean at the present rate of exertion it would be far more 
Dobla andhappj' to do in ove. Tellthemthaiby looking up to heavan, 
and in the Divine strength doing this, thej will aetan example that may 
thrill through every Stale in the Union, and rouse ten thousand hearts 
and hands to similar efforts of gloiy to God in the highest, and good 
will to perishing men. Tell ihem that the report of our unexam- 
pled union and energy lias gone abroad, that many eyes on earth and 
in heaven are upon us ; that a city which is set on a hill cannot be 
hid ; that the example of the baptized churchea of New-Hampshira, 
(few and feeble or they are compared with those of other States,) 
should be elarated as the lops of their own While hille, — firm as iha 
granite of their foundations, pure and while as their snowy peaks 
whan they flash back the beams of the morning sun, or slow arar in 
the warm still light of evening — iha image of all ihat ia holy, lumin- 
ous, and sublime in creation. 

NOTEY. Pioe23. 
The following Table will show bow much has been received and 
upended by the Education Society since ita formation in 1830, 
Received. Expended. 



1834 S56 485 

1835 895 1139 
The following extract from the lost annual R«port presents ■ riew 

of its general appropriations: 

"Since the lost Report of the Directors three of our Benefieiarias 
have been transferred to the care and support of the Parent Society, 

I Kod have been promptly received end supported by the Board. 

I Eight have been received to our funds. Four have been forvarioua 
reasons diamissed. One has completed a college course. Three are 
in college, 6 ere in the study of theology and 6 are in various stages 
of preparatory study; makini; in all fourteen, who are sustained by 
our funds. At the lost annual meeting, the Board were instructed'by 
• unanimous vote of the society to receive all worthy applicants. 
Tbis tliay have dona. The Board feel assured thai ih< ' "^ ' * 




)iicani8. I 

rnsficia- ^^^ 
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ries are worthy of a continuance of the Society's patronage. The a- 
mount necessary to meet promptly the quarterly appropriations is 
very considerable. We have been obliged in a few cases to borrow, 
because our treasury was empty. We fear that our friends are not 
sufficiently awake to the existing pressing necessity of using means 
to increase the funds of the society. 

The Board would also further state that several promising young 
men are now beginning to look to them for help. The* question is 
asked and must he decided^ can we be assisted, or must we at 
least for years give up the idea of laboring in the gospel 
ministry ? for there are young men who have learned the valua- 
ble lesson that they need instruction themselves that they may '* be 
able to teach others also." The Parent Society and each of its bran- 
ches are already pledged to receive and assist all worthy applicaAts. 

During the last year the interests of ministerial education havQ 
prospered most encouragingly in New-England, and considerably all 
abroad in our land« The Parent Society are assisting about one 
hundred and forty. The several branch Societies, seventy-four, viz; 
Maine, twelve ; New-Hampshire, fourteen ; Vermont, twenty-six | 
Rhode island, nine ; Connecticut, thirteen. It is also gratifying that 
some of -the Middle, Southern, and Western States contain a popula- 
tion who are calling for an intelligent ministry, and are making praise- 
worthy exertions in this noble cause. 

NOTE Z. Paoe 23. 

The following statement of the Financial concerns of the N. H. 
Branch of the BaptiM General Tract Society, was presented at its first 
annual meeting in 1835. 
Oct. 1. Amount of tracts on hand $108 58 

The sums received on life memberships, contribu- 
tions from Associations and individuals for the 
Depository, and sale on tracts since June 1884 
amount to about 100 47 



Now due the p&rent society firom the New-Hamp- 
shire Branch - 8*11 
Amount of tracts wanted to fill up Nos. 35 00 



$3811 
It will be seen that about ^^ dollars are now- needed to pay up the 
whole amount necessary to purchase a good Depository. Our obli- 
gations are due thoparent society for their liberality, and we are cer- 
tainly obligated to pay for our DepMository immediately that we may 
do something to aid the parent society. 

Several persons have been made VSe members by the payment of 
TEifdoUars.^ 

NOTfi AA. Paob 23. 

irfcW-HAMPTOBr LXTFRART AND THBOLOftieAlr INSTlTtTTtOiri 

rouifDED 1895; 

Board of Instruction consists in the Male DepartrAent of a Princi- 
pal; «nd Professor of Theology ; Professor of Langnase and- CIIsisbI- 
ci(l Literature; Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy;, 
Tutor in Knglish and Classical £!ducation' ; Teacher of iPenman^pr. 

In die Female Dispartment, of a Principal of Female Seminaiy, 
aiid Teacher of Languages'; Teacfitr m' Mkthematici and Nafand 




I 



. PhiloBophy ; Teacher of English Literature ; Teaclier of Ornamen- 
tal BroucfaeB. 

The following present^) the number of etiideots in both depari- 
mentB for the last seven years. 
The year ending 

1830 270. 

" " 1831 336. 

-314. 

1833 372. 

" " 1834— 

" 18S5— 

NOTE BB. Paoe 24. 

BOCSIKCHAM ACAM£MT, FOUHDED 1834. 

In this Inatiiution there is a Male and Female Department, con- 
■iBting of three teachers in the former and tivo iu the latter. 

The Catalogue for the Academical year 1834—5 preEenia a total of 
131 acholara in both departments. 
The followiDg remarKa published in the annual catalogue referred 
L to above, present the principles by which ihe Board of Instruction 
governed in the management of their charge. 
The government of ibis Inatitulion is intended to be strictly Pa- 
I rental. The teachers do not wish to compare this with other ir 
s pretending to any superiority iu their mode of Inalructi 
unusual skill in governing their pupils, but they would say that they 
spend all their time to promoia the interests and improvement of 
tfaeir pupils, and are always ready to receive visitB from the parenia 
I and guardians of their scholars. 

NOTECC. Paqe25. 
In examining the history of our den onii nation from the banish- 
ment of Roger Williama to the present time,in connexion with those 
who oppose and attempt to invalidate our vievra of gospel ordinan- 
p txa it may be seen most diaiinctiy that one kind of feeling has per- 
vaded the minds of those who engage in the controversy against ill. 
Laws have changed, but the spirit of thoae who engage in this oppo- 

It ahould be understood that m 

aent. This, we have ulway 

I, and point to the chapter and verse in the Bible for authority. 
But generally we are met, only with a storm of hard words, re- 
proaches, contempt, and an effort to impugn our motives, and lo give 
"' 3 cast of absurdity to our views on the subject. Were we treated 
other denominations are in relaiiou lo supposed error, we might 
. iw the subject diSerently, but we are not thus treated. No, all the 
errors that were ever developed in ilie sentiments of men are n«t 
charged with so much absurdity, and treated with so much unkind- 
Veaa ae our views of communion. This is the spirit of perse- 
cution, but the laws of the land in a meosuro prevent |it from burst- 
ing forth. When therefore we wimesa the movements of thai spirit 
that questions the piety, injures the reputation, and hiaders the ues' 
flilneaa of a religions denomination on account of their conscientioui 
■dherance to a divine precept, we say that nothing is wanting ~ 
vorable circumstances to rise to action all that tumult of pereeculi 
that baa blackened the pages of N«w- England history. 
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ries are worthy of a continuance of the Society's patronage. The a- 
mount necessary to meet promptly the quarterly appropriations is 
very considerable. We have been obliged in a few cases to borrow, 
because our treasury was empty. We fear that our friends are not 
sufficiently awake to the existing pressing necessity of using means 
to increase the funds of the society. 

The Board would also fUrther state that several promising young 
men are now beginning to look to them for help. The* question is 
asked and must he decided^ can we be assisted, or must we at 
least for years give up the idea of laboring in the gospel 
ministry ? for there are young men who have learned the valua- 
ble lesson that they need instruction themselves that they may '' be 
able to teach others also." The Parent Society and each of its bran« 
ches are already pledged to receive and assist all worthy applicaAts. 

During the last year the interests of- ministerial education havQ 
prospered most encouragingly in New-England, and considerably all 
abroad in our land« The Parent Society are assisting about one * 
hundred and forty. The several branch Societies, seventy-four, viz« 
Maine, twelve ; New-Hampshire, fourteen ; Vermont, twenty-six | 
Rhode island, nine ; Connecticut, thirteen. It is also gratifying that 
some of -the Middle, Southern, and Western States contain a popula- 
tion who are calling for an intelligent ministry, and are making praise- 
worthy exertions in this noble cause. 

NOTE Z. Paoe 28. 

The following statement of the Financial concerns of the N. H. 
Branch of the BaptiM Greneral Tract Society, was presented at its first 
annual meeting in 1835. 
Oct. i. Amount of tracts on hand $108 59 

The sums received on life memberships, contribii- 
tions from Associations and individuals for the 
Depository, and sale on tracts since June 1884 
amount to about 100 47 



Now due the p&rent society firom the New-Hamp- 
shire Branch 8*11 
Amount of tracts wanted to fill up Nos. 35 00 

$8811 
It will be seen that about 88 dollars are now needed to pay up the 
whole amount necessary to purchase a good Depository. Our obli- 
gations are due thoparent society for their liberality, and we are cer- 
tainly obligated to pay for our Depository immediately that we may 
do something to aid the parent society. 

Several persons have been made lUTe members by the payment of 
TEN dollars. > 

NOTfi AA. Page 28^ 

irfcW-HAMPTOH LXTEHART ANB THBOLOaieAlr INBTlTtTTtOiri 

rouifDED 1895; 

Board qf Instnktum consists in the Male D^artrfient of a Prfnci- 
paly and Professor of Theology ; Professor of Language and- Classi- 
ci^ Literature ; Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy ;.. 
Tutor in English and Classical Oducation'; Teacher of Penman^p: 

In the l^eniale Department, of a Principal of ' Female SenAhnsy^ 
and'l^eacher of Languages; ll^eacfitr m' Mkthematicf'cnd Nafand 
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NOTE BB. pABi 24. 




Pbiloaophy ; Teacher of English LLieroturo ; Teacher of Oj- 

ilal Branches. 
The following pruseota the number of studcois 
meaiB for the las( seven yeiirs. 
The year ending 1829 383. 
" 1830 370. 
B.OC KINO HAM A CAM EM 
. Id tbia tnetiuitiou ihere is a Mais and Female Depnrtr 
isAing of three teachera in the former and two In the latter. 
The Catalogue for the Acadeenical year 1834 — 5 preaeiUBa total of 
ISl HCholare in both dcnortnienta. 
The following remarks publiihed in the anDual catalogue refened 
to above, present the principles by which the Board of Inatruction 
I ore governed in the management of their chnrge. 

The government of this Inaiitution is intended to he strictly Pa- 
rental. The teachers do not wish t» comiisre this with olh«r institu- 
tions, US prelondiug to any superiority in their modeof instriiclioni or 
unusual akill in governing their pupils, but they would aay that they 
apond all their time to promote the interests and improvement of 
their pupils, and are always ready lo receive visits from the parents 

*and gUHidiana of their scbolara. 
NOTE CC. Page 25. 
In examining the history of our dCDomination from the banish- 
ment of Roger Williams to the present lime, iu connexion with those 
who oppose and attempt to invalidate onr vievs of goapel ordinan- 
ces it may be seen most distinctly that one kinit of feeling has per- 
vaded the minds of those who engage in the controversy against us. 
Laws have changed, but the spirit of those who engage in this oppo- 
sition is the same. 

It should be understood that we are not met with a manly array of 
argument. This, we have always been ready to meet. We give our 
views, and point to the chupter and verse in the Bible for authority. 
I But generally we are met, only with a atorm of hard words, re- 

proaches, contempt, and an effort to impugn our motives, and to give 
the cast of abiiurJity to our views on the subject. Were we treated 
■H Other denominations are in relation to supposed error, we might 
view tho subject differently, but we ere not thus treated. No, all the 
errors that were ever developed in the scntimenU) of men are not 
charged with so much absurdity, and treated with i^o much unkind- 
This ■ ■ 
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CUlion, but the laws of the land 
tng forth. When therefore we witneaa the movemenis of that spirit 
thai questions tho piety, injures the reputation, and hinders the usa- 
fulness of a religions denomination on account of their conscienlious 
odberance to a divine precept, wo say that nothing is wanting 
TOroble circumstances to rise to action all that tumult of perMCUlioD 
ibu has blackened the pages of Naw-England history. 
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Let it be understood then, that the opposition which is made to 
our views of communion is not regarded as a fair refutation of error by 
substantial argument, but an attempt to conceal our real views, and 
render us odious in view of the world. And this is the more plain 
since while so much is said against us, the leading ministers in the 
same religious community will in the most public manner thank the 
Baptists for maintaining the purity of the gospel.* It should in jus- 
tice be said that to these remarks there are many honorable excep- 
tions, and there is no design to charge home this spirit any farther 
than it makes itself manifest. And it is to be ardently desired that 
the time may come when a spirit so foreign from the gospel will not 
reign in the hearts, or be manifested in the character of its professed 
friends. We would not wish to increase the action of this spirit of 
which we speak, or unnecessarily to expose the faults of professed 
christians to the world, but we wish it understood that if this spirit 
is still cherished, it will be regarded as it ever has been, and must be 
by all who examine its features and movements. 

NOTE DD. Page 25. 

We would be understood that we do not ask for any thing like 
reparation for the past, but we do ask, and this we have a right to do, 
for a spirit of kindness, and christian forbearance, in relation to our 
views. We wish to see a desire for union manifested by those who 
charge us with closing the door against it. It will require no great 
discernment to see, that calling us by unkind names will not promote 
a union, nor lead us to yield what we now hold as truth, however 
contrary, in the view of others, it may be to the word of 
God. If union is what is desired, let it be shown, if the deeign 
is to throw truth into the shade let that be fully understood. There 
is no doubt but what in manv instances the views of Baptists on com- 
munion are spoken against u)r the sake of effect, to create a preju- 
dice in the mind against us. Now so long as persons are converted 
to Pedobaptism by embittering the mind against what is called '* close 
communion," the Baptists will find reason to hold to restricted com- 
munion from other sources than their views on baptism. But let us 
see some approaches made toward a union in the spirit of the gos- 
pel, and it will meet a most hearty reciprocation. 



* See one of Dr. Beecher's Sermons preached in Bofion juft before he left New- 
Bngland. 



CORRECTION. 

The statement in the Sermon, page 4, that Rev. Hanserd Knollys 
sufifered imprisonment on his return from Dover to Boston, is proba- 
bly incorrect. The fact was derived from the Biography of him in 
the Evangelical Magazine and Theological Review. 
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